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Transplanted to a new life Opportunity knocks! Our missing tweenagers 

Ex-bag lady writes about life in the convent Are you being called to stand for Synod? Eighty-seven per cent find church boring 





Bishop Dominic 
reflects as he 
moves to Monmouth 




We also have lots of 
tributes to his six 
years as Bishop 
of Reading. Old 
and young alike 
loved him in 
Owlsmoor when 
he went for 
the day. 

Turn to page 6 and 7 
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The Bishop of Oxford has called on churches in the Oxford Diocese to join him in a weekend of prayers for peace 



THE Bishop of Oxford has 
urged churches in the Diocese 
to pray for peace as the 
momentum for military action 
against Iraq gathers pace. 

In a letter to clergy Bishop 
Richard proposed that the 
weekend of 22 and 23 
February be used to focus on 
prayers for peace. He invited 
parishes to keep 
churches open and 
where possible to 
organise a prayer 
vigil. He also 
included some 
prayers for peace 
including the two 
on this page. 

In his letter the 
Bishop said: ‘I am 
sure you will share 
with me a grow- 
ing concern about 
the military build-up in prepa- 
ration for possible action 
against Iraq. In the short time 
left before a final commitment 
is taken, it would be good if, 
as a Diocese, we could pray 
for a peaceful outcome. Even 
at this late stage, it is possible 
that military action might be 
avoided.’ 

The Bishop also asked for 
prayers for the large numbers 
of airmen and troops who 
who have been flown out to 
the Gulf area from RAF Brize 
Norton in West Oxfordshire, 
the largest airbase in the UK. 

Many vigils for peace have 
already taken place around, 
the Diocese. On 2 February 
worshippers at the Church of 
St Francis in Terriers, near 
High Wycombe received a 
candle and a card with sug- 



gested prayers for the peace of 
the Middle East, for the peo- 
ple of Iraq and for the leaders 
of Great Britain and the USA. 
They were also invited to send 
postcards to Tony Blair 
reminding him that in any 
conflict it is ordinary people 
who will suffer most. On 22 
February St Mary’s Aylesbury 
were due to hold a 
candlelight vigil 
from 7pm until 
midnight with 
each hour marked 
by the lighting of a 
candle by a church 
or community 
leader. 

A number of 
churches held vig- 
ils to coincide with 
the March for 
Peace in London on 
15 February. Churches togeth- 
er in Woodstock organised a 
day- long vigil and there were 
vigils at St Mary’s, Iffley and 
at the Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone, Milton Keynes. 

Among the many individual 
Christians and church groups 
who went on the March were 
the Revd Fleur Houston and 
other members of the Church 
of the Holy Family Blackbird 
Leys. Also there with a group 
from his church was John 
Madeley, a licensed lay minis- 
ter at St Peter’s Caversham 
and a member of the Diocese’s 
new World Development 
Group. He said: ‘It was a fan- 
tastic occasion with a wonder- 
ful peaceful spirit. I just hope 
someone is listening out 
there.’ 



‘It would be good 
if, as a Diocese, we 
could pray for a 
peaceful outcome. 
Even at this late 
stage, it is possible 
that military action 
might be avoided.’ 




Bucks children place the world in his hands 



CREATION STORY Curzon Church of 
England Primary School near Amersham, 
Buckinghamshire has four new stained 
glass windows designed and made by the 
children. On Monday 3 February the 
Bishop of Buckingham, Mike Hill went to 
the school in Penn Street Village to bless 



the windows which depict the story of the 
Creation. 

Extending over several weeks, the project 
was led by Liz Beard who is a school gov- 
ernor and herself a stained glass artist. The 
children assembled the brightly coloured 
pieces which Liz then prepared for instal- 



lation. Unbeknown to the young artists, the 
windows were then installed high in the 
school hall over a weekend. When they 
were 'unveiled' on the Monday the sun 
shone through the windows, 'casting rich 
coloured light on the delighted school 
assembly'. Photograph: Frank Blackwell 
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New spectacles for a new kind of Church 



IT has been said that the God 
of mission has a Church rather 
than the Church of God hav- 
ing a mission. If in any way 
this statement is true then it 
means that the mission of God 
is the determining factor and 
not the Church. God’s mission 
heart must shape and influence 
the Church, rather than mis- 
sion being ‘shoe-homed’ into 
our received understanding of 
what the Church is and how 
things must look. 

Much of our understanding 
of mission in the past and 
indeed the present has 
assumed that its purpose is to 
‘get people into church’; 
indeed I hear this said quite 
regularly. It is also assumed 
that ‘successful’ mission can 
only be judged by increasing 
the size of congregations on 
Sunday. However; reality ques- 
tions such assumptions. 

Several steps too far 

Take Alpha as an example. 
Thousands of people have 
attended Alpha courses, but 
very few make it into main- 
stream church life - the jour- 
ney is several steps too far. 
Perhaps we need to leam that 
if Church follows mission the 
key is to allow Church to be 
birthed where the Spirit of 



mission is already working. 

The word transformation is 
back and high on the agenda 
of many con- 
gregations. A 
series of videos 
raised the issue 
back in the 
90’s, and an 
important 
conference in 
the autumn of 
last year took the discussion 
forward. Certainly most 
would agree that God’s king- 
dom is about transformation. 
In Jesus Christ we see the per- 
sonification of transformation, 
and recognise that wherever 
he went transformation was 
experienced. 

Agent of God’s purposes 

However, we need to recognise 
that the Church can never 
become an agent of God’s 
transforming purposes unless 
and until it is willing to be the 
recipient of his transforming 
power. It is not that we are 
called to transform others so 
that they become like us and 
fit neatly into our patterns and 
ways of doing things, but 
rather that we are all continu- 
ously transformed into the 
image and purpose that God 
has for us. 



This, of course, needs rooting 
and earthing in everyday liv- 
ing. It is easy to pen vision 
statements or 
catch phrases, 
but unless they 
actually shape 
what is happen- 
ing then they are 
of no value. We 
need to look at 
the values and 
principles which lie behind 
such statements and then 
begin to gather together com- 
munities of people who are 
willing to live by these values. 
Only as that happens can the 
Christian community begin to 
see transformation within 
itself so that in turn it can 
become an agent of transfor- 
mation. 

Community which begins to 
live in this way will begin to 
catch the mission heart of the 
mission God and will begin to 
discover how to live as his 
Kingdom people at the very 
point where his Spirit is bring- 
ing the Kingdom to birth. 

To live in this way will mean 
that we may see many new 
expressions of Church coming 
into being not as a result of 
projects and programmes, but 
because a Christian communi- 
ty has begun to live with the 



heart beat of God. This will, of 
course, raise many questions, 
not least how do we under- 
stand what Church is; we must 
not allow the big questions to 
paralyse us from facing the 
opportunities we are being 
given. We need to be working 
on an understanding of how 
to recognise authentic 
Church, motivated by a mis- 
sion spirituality. 

Old pair of spectacles 

In many ways all the above is 
encapsulated in the Sharing 
Life document, which contains 
within it the potential for 
every Christian community to 
discover the transforming and 
renewing mind of the Spirit. 
The difficulty is that we often 
look at Sharing Life through 
our old pair of glasses - we 
interpret it in the light of the 
structures we already know. It 
is only as we have the courage 
to allow the principles and pri- 
orities to shape us afresh, to 
put on a new pair of glasses, 
that we will begin to under- 
stand the life to which God is 
calling us.' 

You can contact Chris Neal at 
the Sharing Life Office, Thame Bams 
Centre, Church Road, Thame, Oxon 
0X9 3AJ. Telephone: 01844 

216097; Fax: 01844 260827. 



Chris Neal 
writes 




Ringing in the new Archbishop 

BELLRINGERS in the Oxford Diocese are being encourage to 
ring in the 104th Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan 
Williams when he is enthroned on the afternoon of Thursday 
27 February. Hungerford and All Saints’ Wokingham are 
among the bell teams who will be ringing that day and at 
Tetworth they will attempt a quarter peal. 

The enthronement ceremony will begin at 3pm and BBC 2 
television coverage is due to begin at 2.30pm, while BBC 
Radio 4 is scheduled to start at 2.50pm. These times still 
have to be confirmed and you can check www.anglicancom- 
munion.org/archsbishops/104 for final deteails as well as for 
confirmation about the BBC’s live webcast of the ceremony. 

Pictured are: The bellringers of St Andrew’s Church , 
Bradfield , in Berkshire they waited for the countdown to the 
new year of 2003 fortified by wine and mince pies. 



Breaking through the roof 



WHAT if it’s physically impossi- 
ble for somebody to enter a 
church? ‘Through the Roof’ is 
a Christian ministry working 
to help churches make worship 
in church a real possibility for 
people with physical and men- 
tal disabilities. On Saturday, 1 
March they are holding a 



training day at Turner Hall, 
North Leigh near Witney. 
There will be an opportunity to 
explore practical ways of 
including disabled people fully 
in church life, and there will be 
advice for churches on the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 
For details ring 01993 883775. 



Kingham Hill’s magic moment 



KINGHAM Hill, a Christian 
boarding school in West 
Oxfordshire, recently 

launched a year of special 
events to mark its centenary. 
The celebrations got off to a 
magical start as comedy magi- 
cian Paul McCahon (from 



Channel 5’s ‘Monkey 
Matters’) enthralled pupils 
and staff with a series of 
incredible stunts. Through out 
2003 the school is holding a 
series of other remarkable 
events including a Founder’s 
Day Rock Communion. 



Religion and violence 



ARUNA Gnanadason will deliv- 
er this year’s St Thomas of India 
Unity Lecture on the theme of 
religion and violence. She is the 
co-ordinator of the Justice, 
Peace and Creation team of the 
World Council of Churchesand 
author of No Longer a Secret: 
the Church and Violence against 



Women. The free lecture will be 
given at Christ Church, 
Stantonbury Campus, Milton 
Keynes on 7 March at 7.45pm. 
In 1990 the Friends of the 
Church in South India decided 
to have a lecture every three 
years to explore in England the 
unity achieved in South India. 



Reading homeless out in the cold 



THE Churches in Reading 
Drop-In Centre (CIRDIC) for 
homeless people is to lose its 
£15000 a year council grant 
because of new government 
guidelines on rough sleepers. 
CIRDIC is appealing to 
churches in the Reading area 



to donate £250 a year each to 
make good the council short- 
fall and allow visiting medical 
services to restart. Donations 
to CIRDIC, Berkeley Avenue, 
Reading RG1 6JT. More 
information from 

www.ctir.org.uk/ardic.html 



MBE for Broadmoor 



CANON Trevor Walt, chaplain 
at Broadmoor Hospital, was 
awarded an MBE in the New 
Year’s Honours list. Canon 
Walt, who has worked at 
Broadmoor Hospital for 31 
years began his career as a psy- 
chiatric nurse, before moving 
on to teach other psychiatric 



nurses. He became the hospi- 
tal’s full-time chaplain in 1998. 
He is ‘absolutely delighted’ 
with the award, and says that 
he accepts it ‘not just for 
myself, but on behalf of my 
wife and family, and all the 
patients and staff at 
Broadmoor Hospital.’ 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISING 

PUBLI SH E R, 

in the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement, or part of an advertisement, the publisher will either 
re- insert the advert or make a reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost of the advert. 

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the publisher be that for 
any error ormisprint or omission exceed 
(a) the full amount of a full refund of the price paid to the publisher for 
theadvertisement in connection with which liability arose or 



(b) the cost of a further or corrected advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which the 
liability arose. 

COPY. 

All copy is subject to approval of the publisher who reserves the right 
to refuse, amend, withdraw or otherwise deal with advertisements 
submitted to them at their discretion and without explanation. 
CANCELLATION. 

Advertisements, once booked can be cancelled no later than 7 days 
prior to thepublication date. 

B OX N UM BERS, 

Box number replies will be forwarded as soon as possible. We do not 
accept liability in respect of any loss or damage alleged to have arisen 
through delay in forwarding such replies, however caused. 
ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION. 

We are able to receive copy electronically by ISDN and E-mail. Please 
liaise with your customer account manager to establish the format in 
which the copy should be sent. 

CREDIT TERMS. 

1 . All accounts must be paid within 14 days of date of invoice unless a 
credit account is opened. Advertisers given a credit status must settle 
invoices within 28 days of the date of invoice. The existence of a query 
on an individual account does not affect the due date of payment. 

2. All advertisers are subject to VAT at the current rate where 
applicable. 

3. All advertisers must raise a query with regard to an invoice within 7 

days of the date of the invoice. We will aim to reply to any queries 
raised withm-7 days of a^wiitten receipt of v 
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This school makes me shine a lot’ 



FIVE YEARS AGO, Christ 
Church Primary School in 
Reading had reached rock bot- 
tom; academic standards were 
extremely low, behaviour was 
poor and closure was on the cards. 
Now it has received an Ofsted 
report which is litde short of amaz- 
ing. 

The rescue operation began 
when the Oxford Diocesan 
Board of Education (ODBE) 
put in a proposal for Voluntary 
Aided status, to give the school 
a stronger Christian influence. In 
May 2000, the school became 
the first Church school to reopen 



under the 
Government’s 
‘Fresh Start’ ini- 
tiative, with the 
new name of New Christ Church 
School. 

The newly appointed head 
teacher, Beverley Revie, had 
much to contend with: the 
majority of pupils live in social 
housing and 37% are entitled 
to free school meals, while 
19% speak English only as a 
second language. However, 
the latest Ofsted report shows 
a complete turnaround in 
standards . 



The school 
is above 
average in 
reading, 
writing and maths, and its Key 
Stage 1 results put it in the top 
5% of schools in the country. 
Behaviour and attitudes were 
also described as very good in 
the report, which praises the 
pupils’ ability to ‘show respect 
for one another’s beliefs and 
backgrounds’ - a respect which 
has meant the complete absence 
of any racist incidents. 

So what’s the school’s secret? 
The answer seems to lie in the 



holistic approach that was 
adopted after the Fresh Start. 
This means using a balance of 
teaching styles (visual, auditory 
and kinaesthetic), a high pro- 
portion of personal and social 
training and an emphasis on 
spirituality and emotional 
growth as part of a child’s devel- 
opment. 

And what do the children think 
of their new school? Perhaps the 
best answer is from a Year 2 
pupil: ‘This school makes me 
shine a lot - that’s a good thing.’ 



Report by Kate Griffin 



WREN's £70/000 nest egg for churches 




ST MARY’S CHURCH, CHALGROVE was the setting for the presentation of a cheque for £70,000 
on 15 January. The money was given by WREN (Waste Recycling Environmental Ltd) to Oxfordshire 
Historic Churches Trust for its work in restoring Oxfordshire's historic churches. St Mary's was cho- 
sen as the site of the presentation because it was the recipient of a previous WREN grant to the trust, 
which was used for restoration of the Norman building and the mediaeval wall paintings it contains. 
The cheque was presented by David Wheeler, managing director of WREN, to Brigadier Nigel Mogg, 
High Sheriff of Oxfordshire, who commented: Tt gives me great pleasure in acknowledging on behalf 
of the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust and also of the county generally, our great indebtedness to 
WREN. The Trust would also like to congratulate the vicar of St Mary's, and all those concerned in 
the parish, for carrying out the splendid work of restoration.' 

Those attending the presentation included Hew Sandilands, the Revd Ian Cohen, vicar of St Mary's, 
and Gill Denbeigh, WREN's central area manager, as well as Christopher Walton and Richard 
Lethbridge, chairman and vice-chairman respectively of Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust. 

Photograph Frank Blackwell 



Aylesbury’s gets first 
ecumenical church 

CHURCH leaders, civic repre- 
sentatives, planners and 
builders will join in celebrat- 
ing the completion of the first 
ecumenical church ever to be 
built in Aylesbury. The new 
church, in Fairford Leys, will 
be dedicated on Saturday, 1 
March. The service will 
include the induction of 
Douglas Butterfield as 
County Ecumenical 

Development Officer, the 
renewal of the Covenant of 
Church Leaders and a 
farewell to Bishop Mike Hill. 

Science leads to God 

HOW can science offer a fuller 
explanation of God?e? Canon Dr 
Arthur Peacocke will answer 
the question in a lecture at 
Plater College, Oxford on 6 
March. Dr Peacocke, a DNA 
expert and Templeton prize 
winner, took Anglican orders 
in 1971 and has sought an 
alternative way of combining 
Biblical teaching with scientific 
endeavoun His talk at 7pm, 
entitled ‘The End of All of Our 
Exploring’, is free, but places 
are limited. Tickets can be 
booked from 020 7598 1504, 
or emma.Atherton@soci.org 

The May DOOR will be deliv- 
ered on Thursday 24 April 
not 17 April as notified. 



Bishop fights arms trade 




THE Bishop of Oxford was photographed carrying a kalash- 
nikov rifle with his hands dripping with ‘blood’. It was all part 
of a campaign by OXFAM and Amnesty International against 
loopholes in UK arms exports. The Bishop is supporting their 
move to tighten up UK laws on arms sales which infringe 
human rights with disastrous consequences. The government’s 
current proposals for a new Arms Export Control Act will 
allow British gunrunners to continue to operate their trade 
simply by moving overseas. Photo: Oxfam/ZedNelson 



Churchyard 

ONCE the churchyard of of 
St Mary and St John, Cowley 
in Oxford was a haven for 
drug addicts. Now it’s an 
award-winner. 

On Sunday 16 February, the 
Bishop of Oxford, the Right 
Revd Richard Harries, pre- 
sented a team of volunteers 
from the church with a Parish 
Pump Priming Award from 
the Conservation 

Foundation. The award is 
given for their efforts to make 
a substantial difference to its 
attractiveness, safety and 
accessibility. 

Work began two years ago 
when 40 soldiers spent a 
week clearing away the jun- 
gle of undergrowth on the 
two-acre site. The church- 
yard, a haven for drug 
addicts and alcoholics, had 
become a no-go area for the 
community. 

Ruth Conway, who received 
the award on behalf of the 
church, said: ‘The current 
effort is to restore it to an 



bears fruit 

attractive green space for 
reflection and quiet, as a con- 
servation area for wild life 
and eventually as an educa- 
tional resource.’ 

She said that the churchyard 
was established by Father 
Richard Benson (founder of 
the Cowley Fathers) as a 
resource for the community. 
It was a landscaped Victorian 
churchyard with many fine 
trees. Now, thanks to addi- 
tional funding, trained volun- 
teers will replant hedges and 
shrubs and the trees will be 
thinned to let in more light. 

The presentation was made 
during a Parish Eucharist at 
which the Bishop presided. 
During the prayers symbolic 
items representing the 
churchyard were brought for- 
ward as a focus for prayer. 
They included water, soil, an 
oak sapling, snowdrops and 
a litter picker. Prayers were 
said for the people who in the 
past have found shelter in the 
churchyard. 
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t The Diocese of Oxford 
Editor for The DOOR 



The DOOR is our monthly newspaper, and plays a lead- 
ing role in mission education and communication across 
the Diocese of Oxford. With circulation figures in excess 
of 40,000 copies, it has gained a wide reputation for its 
innovative and thought provoking articles and editorials. 
We are looking for an editor with proven journalistic 
skills, a sharp mind and a sense of humour, who will be 
able to grow the publication into an even more 
significant part of our network of communication. 

The successful applicant will be someone with Christian 
commitment and the theological skills to understand the 
issues facing the Church and its mission in today’s 
society. Working as part of the Communications Team, 
the post holder will also be the deputy to the Director of 
Communications. 

The salary will be at Principal level £32,132 to £38,892 

To receive an application pack for this key role, please 
telephone 01865 208200, or e mail 
sally.hopkins@oxford.anglican.org 

Completed applications and covering letter to 
be received by 10 March. Interviews to be held 
on 7 and 8 April. Start date will be mid August. 

We are committed to the promotion of equal opportunities for all. 
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People & places 



What do you do 
with a goat’s tail? 

Answer below 
PARISHIONERS in Cherbury 
with Gainfield decided to col- 
lect money to buy goats to send 
to Africa through the FARM 
Africa appeal. Each goat costs 
£27, and it was decided to start 
humbly with a target of ten 
goats. However; within a few 
weeks enough money for ten 
goats and one tail had been col- 
lected! A goatometer has been 
displayed in the porch of St 
Mary the Virgin, Buckland, 
one of the Benefice’s churches, 
to show how much of how 
many goats has been collected. 
The success of the appeal 
means that a new goatometer 
will be prepared. Children in 
the local school, Buckland C.E. 
Primary School, are also con- 
tributing to the appeal. TO 



encourage them they will be 
offered goat biscuits at break 
time! FARM Africa's website isfar- 
mafrica@farmafrica.org.uk 
Answer: Send it to Africa, of course! 

Disappearing choir 

ST Andrew’s, South Stoke, is 
appealing for choristers. You 
don’t have to be a brilliant 
singer or even to come to 
rehearsals: they only sing songs 
that everyone knows! Robes, 
music and books are provided 
free and the atmosphere is 
informal and friendly. But it is 
urgent or the choir may disap- 
pear altogether! Ring Brian 
Buckneil: 01865 681746 or 
Karalie Hillyer: 01865 872311. 

A woodlouse came too 

ST George the Martyr, Wash 
Common near Newbury 
recently held a Service of 
Blessing for Animals. It was 
taken by the Vicar; Father John 



Wall accompanied by his dog , 
Paddy assisted by the Revd Dee 
Castle, whose dog, Bella was in 
attendance. The animals includ- 
ed dogs, cats, gerbils, hamsters, 
guinea pigs, rabbits, a duck and 
even a wood louse. They were all 
so well behaved that it is pro- 
posed to make it an annual event. 

For Mothering Sunday 

THE 

Mothers’ 

Union have 
produced a 
delightful 
Mothering 
Sunday 
bookmark 
(pictured) 
and a card 
to colour 
(15p and 
lOp). They 
also have a selection of modest- 
ly priced Easter cards. Contact 
Mrs J Clasper 01865 251530. 
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! Eco-column 



I 

I IF we want to improve the 
I environment it helps to 
I understand the rather com- 
I plex range of issues and tech- 
I nical details that we hear so 
I much about in the media 
I and from the various pres- 
I sure groups. It was to pro- 



mote this better understand- 
ing that AChRE (A Christian 
Response to the 
Environment) was set up 
about two years ago. 
AChRE is an informal group 
that meets about six times a 
year usually in the Oxford 
area. At the meetings we 
learn from a wide variety of 
invited experts and from one 
another, as we try to relate 
the facts to an understanding 
of what it means to be a 
Christian in a world that is 
environmentally threatened 
by our own greed. The meet- 
ings are open to all and free 
of charge, there is a collec- 
tion towards costs. 



Eco-hint of the month | 

Get a composter - our house- | 
hold has halved the amount of | 
rubbish sent to landfill since | 
investing in a composter and | 
recycle box. The composter | 
seems bottomless, there is | 
always room for more. | 

Composting food waste and | 

some paper reduces the organ- | 
ic content of landfills leading | 
to less methane generation, 
while improving the soil in the | 
garden and saving on fertiliser. | 
Adrian Hopwood . 

The Revd Adrian Hopwood is 

chairman of AChRE . For details ■ 
of AChRE and to be included in I 
the emailing, contact | 

adrian@proceff.f9.co.uk 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmJl 




Even more insurance 
you can believe in 




Motor 




Wedding 




Travel 



ECCLESIASTICAL 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Head Office: Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1 JZ 
Telephone Number: 01452 384848 Web address: www.ecclesiastical.co.uk 
e-mail: ecclesiastical@eigmail.com 
A member of the General Insurance Standards Council. 



‘Murdoch’s mentor is Christ, his 
passion God’s love for the world’ 

Peter Sharrocks writes an appreciation of Murdoch MacKenzie, Ecumenical 
Moderator of Milton Keynes who retires at the end of February 



HOW can a golfer do justice to 
a man who gives him golf balls 
almost every time they meet? 

* The same man greets every 
new minister to Milton Keynes 
with a bottle of milk and a )ar 
of honey! Many of us don’t get 
the message at first, namely 
that we a r ; being welcomed by 
a prophet, who really believes 
that this new city of Milton 
Keynes can be, and is in some 
ways already the promised 
land. Not because it is eco- 
nomically active and prosper- 
ous. Not because it has a mil- 
lion or so trees and offers space 
to its inhabitants, and not 
because it has a famous shop- 
ping centre. But because here* 
the churches strive for unity in 
love for one another in order 
that they might more truly 
share in God’s mission to the 
world. 

But he is also the man who 
on his regular walks remem- 
bers his friends, and gathers 
lost golf balls for them! 

Prophetic signs mean much to 
Murdoch MacKenzie (hence 
milk and honey). He shares 
God’s passion for justice and 
peace and pursues them with 
unflagging zeal. A challenge 
and example to us all. But he is 
also the man who on his regu- 
lar walks remembers his 
friends, and gathers lost golf 
balls for them! The great and 
the good have this amazing 
capacity to keep their eye on 
the big issues, but are blessed 
with a gentle touch and a gen- 
erous spirit. They know that 
having grand ideas is no excuse 
for not giving attention to the 
little things that matter to oth- 
ers. Detail is important. 

Those of us who have worked 
with him during his time as 
Ecumenical Moderator at 
Milton Keynes are indebted to 
him for these gifts and many 
more. Would we have made it 
to the Mission Partnership 
were it not for his belief and his 
administrative diligence? 

Murdoch is the latest in a line 
of church leaders in Milton 



Keynes who have been exem- 
plars of the catholic spirit. 
Men and woman whose spiri- 
tuality transcends the bound- 
aries of fear and suspicion that 



beset so many of us when con- 
fronted by the unequivocal 
challenges of the Gospel of 
Christ. 

He never forgets that the 
business of the Christian Way 
is to bring good news to a 
troubled world. 

His ecumenical spirit is backed 
up with an amazing knowl- 
edge of the various traditions 
in Christianity, and a capacity 
to affirm and value them. Nor 
is this gift limited to the 
Christian scene, he moves with 
equal knowledge and grace in 
multi-faith environment, and 
has established firm relations 
with the civic authorities. He 
never forgets that the business 
of the Christian Way is to bring 
good news to a troubled 
world, and to be a force for 
reconciliation, a just and 
peaceful society. 

Time and again, with a twin- 
kle in his eye, and hands out- 



spread (palms upwards) he will 
say to us: Tt’s all in the Bible’. 
He might be referring to an 
Old Testament story, or an 
epistle of Paul, a parable of 



Jesus. It is within this unfolding 
drama, this history of God 
with humanity that he is locat- 
ed. He looks not for justifica- 
tion in his own deeds, or even 
his own ideas and arguments; 
for Murdoch’s mentor is 
Christ, his passion, God’s love 
for the world, his pain the grief 
a broken humanity inflicts 
upon God. 

So, thank you Murdoch, and 
thank you Ann for the ‘so 
much’ that you have given and 
shared: the mystery of India 
and the Highlands of Scotland; 
strains rifJona; splendid hospi- 
tality, and pastoral care; 
encouragement and challenge. 
May you enjoy a long and 
happy retirement. 



The Revd Peter Sharrocks is 

Methodist Superintendent of 
Milton Keynes and a member of 
the Ecumenical Oversight Group. 




Diocesan Synod roles and responsibilities 

Elections to the Diocesan Synod will be held in September this year. But for many Synod 
remains a bit of a mystery. This is a summary of what it means to be a Synod member. 



MOST people serve on the Diocesan Synod as 
deanery representatives. Other members are the 
Bishops and Archdeacons, members of General 
Synod, and a few are co-opted or nominated. The 
Diocesan Synod is also the Diocesan Board of 
Finance. Work in all spheres of church life brings 
its own responsibilities. The members of the 
Diocesan Synod are there to work in collabora- 
tion with each other and the officers of the 
Diocese to forward the mission of the Church. 
This means seeking to: 

1. Live and grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ, 
sustained by word and sacrament within the fel- 
lowship of the worshipping Church. 

2. Represent the perspectives of their dean- 
ery and its parishes on the Diocesan Synod by 
all means available, including turning up to 
meetings! 

3. Be a point of contact both ways between the 
Diocese, the deanery and its parishes, participat- 
ing fully in the life of all three, and remember- 
ing that a prime purpose of the Diocese is to 
support and enable work in deaneries and 
parishes, but not to direct it. 



4. Work to grow cultures of generosity and gen- 
uine stewardship within the Church which hon- 
our and develop the gifts and ministry resources 
of all. 

5. Inform themselves about the work and enter- 
prise of the various Diocesan Boards, 
Committees and Councils. Consider standing 
for election to those for which membership of 
the Diocesan Synod is a pre-requisite. Also con- 
sider, or encourage others with particular exper- 
tise to explore, membership of other Diocesan 
Boards, Committees and Councils. 

6. Support the mission of the Church by prayer 
and personal example and seek to promote 
honest and harmonious working relationships 
throughout the Diocese and the Church of 
England. 

7. Inform themselves of issues under discussion 
at Diocesan and national levels and try to 
ensure that the achievements of the Church at 
all levels are widely shared and understood. 

8. Take an interest in relationships which link 
what is going on locally into the Diocese and 
the world church. 
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Testimony 



Transplanted to a new life 




THE SPIRIT OF CHRIS 
KITCH was unbroken by 30 
years of addiction, spells of 
imprisonment, abuse, rape and 
life on the streets as a bag lady. 
Miraculously she emerged from 
that twilight world, went on a 
recovery programme and came 
to stay at All Saints’ Convent in 
Oxford. Since then she has sur- 
vived depression, pneumonia 
and last year a liver transplant. 
Three years ago Chris was the 
subject of our ‘God in the Life of 
feature. Now with a new name, 
Chris Gabriel, and a heart full of 
thankfulness for her new way of 
life, she talks to Christine Zwart 
about her hopes for the future. 

JUST like George Best, I had 
cirrhosis of the liver. It’s 
caused by drugs, not just 
alcohol, and I did both. I also 
had hepatitis C as a result of 
my drug usage, and a tumour 
on my liver, which was can- 
cerous. I was close to death, 
but I only had to wait a few 
weeks for a transplant. I have 
just been incredibly fortunate; 
one of the doctors told me 
that without the transplant I 
wouldn’t have been alive. The 
changes brought about by 
that experience were pro- 
found apart from my reli- 
gious experience; in fact, the 
two have become intertwined 
for me. I will honour the gift 
of the liver and of the people 
who supported me. Their 
prayers and support were 
beyond anything I have experi- 
enced or could have imagined. 

Tm not a religious robot’ 

It took me a long time in the 
convent to realise that I have 
to build up trust with this 
experienced group of spiritual 
women. Now I see that it is a 
case of growing into the com- 
munity rather than earning 



my way in. It isn’t like having 
an instant fix. When you live 
with us the strength becomes 
apparent. These women are 
not afraid to be vulnerable. I 
would like the world to know 
we’re just human beings. We 
get angry, we curse - well, I 
do! I’m not a religious robot. I 
hope to take my vows this year 
and be a good example of a 
religious woman by being real. 

The desire of my heart 

Before I became a novice, I 
was studying for my MA. 

The only creature that I truly 
loved was my dog, Dancer. I 
was very vulnerable, very 
hurt and very angry and 
frightened, and I couldn’t do 
my Masters’ dissertation. 
Then I thought: ‘I’m in 
denial. I really want to join 
the sisters, but I know they 
won’t want me because I’ve 
been on the street.’ So I took 
courage and saw Mother 
Helen, who interviewed me 
for two solid hours. She said, 
yes, she would take it to the 
community and see if they 
would give me a chance to 
test my vocation. And they 
agreed to give me that 



chance. Then I thought, 

‘This is going to make me 
well. I am being shown the 
way.’ There is a saying in 
Alcoholics Anonymous, ‘God 
is doing for us what we can- 
not do for ourselves.’ 

It’s quite a challenge, and I 
know that people often 
think I am a challenge to 
them. I was like a gas tap 
that I didn’t know how to 
turn down. I didn’t know 
when I was speaking loudly 
and when I was speaking qui- 
etly, so I’m trying now to be 
less ‘full-on’. This was part of 
my street behaviour; and per- 
haps my personality, that I 
hadn’t yet let go of. 

Speeding sister 

When I first came here, and 
things were going right in my 
life, I thought this was par- 
adise. Eight months later, I’m 
alive to tell the tale and my 
mind and imagination are 
beginning to work again. The 
hospital where I had my 
transplant was Addenbrookes 
in Cambridge. My journey to 
the transplant began from 
this convent to the John 
Radcliffe Hospital. When I 



went to Cambridge, Sister 
Frances Dominica drove me 
there as if we were in a speed 
race. She said, ‘If the police 
stop me, I’m going to say, I 
can’t stop, it’s an emergency.’ 
Wow, what a driver! 

But I lived to tell the tale. I 
woke up from the transplant 
with all these strange things 
going on in my mind, and an 
incredible sensation of pain. 
The early days were horrific, 
but gradually I began to 
recover; and was even able to 
watch the tennis and football 
in the World Cup. I had to 
take steroids, and I was trot- 
ting around attached to a 
bag. But my time in hospital 
was good for me. My sense 
of humour came back, which 
was a relief, because I 
thought it had gone for ever. 

On 31 May, I will have 
lived in the convent ten years. 
I became an aspirant on 
Independence Day (4 July) 
1999, a postulant in 
September of the same year, 
and in the year 2000, 1 
became a novice. Since then, 
many trials have beset me. 
Apart from the transplant I 
was ill with pneumonia for 
many months. 

However, I will come up for 
election for my first profes- 
sion sometime this year, and 
this is something I want in 
my heart more than anything 
else. Then college and service 
to people and other things can 
follow on. I think that God 
has done a lot of work on me, 
and they say God’s work is 
never wasted. Sometimes 
learning is painful, but it 
keeps me alive. But I am so 
thankful. I still can’t believe 
that God has led me from the 
fear and chaos of the streets to 
this new way of life. 

You can read Chris K itch's 
story in her book Pavement for 
my Pillow (Orion £6.99). 



Breaking the silence 
on violence in the home 



‘IT was a day I had dreaded’ — confessed two of the eight-mem- 
ber planning committee, led by Mary Gilson (who also chaired 
the day) as we met at Rose Hill Methodist Church on 30 
November 2002 to review ‘Breaking the Silence’, the silence 
being the taboo subject of domestic violence. 

The dread of all of us, was partly the fear of getting to know 
more than we wanted to about the day to day emotional misery 
and physical suffering of some people’s lives, and partly coming 
to realise that this is being endured even in so-called Christian 
homes, and even in clergy households. 

Up to 40 people, including three men, attended the day. Only 
one person openly stated that she had recently been a victim in 
a brutal relationship although one member of the planning com- 
mittee had experienced what would now be called emotional 
abuse. The day was prompted by research commissioned by the 
women’s Network of the Methodist Church at the Conference 
of 2000 and called ‘The Way Forward Project’. It was a two-year 
programme of research into domestic violence by Dr Lorraine 
Radford and Cecilia Cappel of Roehampton Surrey University 
and funded by the Southlands Methodist Centre based in the 
University. It acknowledges that, although women are most 
often the victims, domestic violence is a complex issue which all 
clergy and members of our churches, men and women, should 
confront and equip themselves to understand better. 

, Jean’s story of survival 

Meditation was led by our District Chairman, the Revd Alison 
Tomlin, who set the theme for the day and helpfully drew the 
strands together at the close. There was a short and poignant 
mime and narrative called ‘Jean’s Story’, showing how some- 
one can be overwhelmed by emotional blackmail and physical 
abuse but can emerge from it given good guidance and per- 
sonal support. Two speakers from the local Victim Support 
team also gave a presentation . 

For those who preferred not to join in the group discussion, 
there was opportunity for quiet and to look at a small art exhi- 
bition from the Ark-T Centre at John Bunyan Church, work by 
people who had been through a violent relationship. After a 
simple picnic lunch we were addressed by Deborah Mcllveen 
from Women’s Aid and by a representative of Pet Rescue - pets, 
too, can need rescue when human relationship break down. 
Throughout the day there was opportunity for anyone pre- 
sent to consult with skilled advisers. 

Gillian Turberfield and Mary Gilson 

Synod Resolution on Domestic Violence 

The BSR Domestic Violence Sub-group hope to present a reso- 
lution and a ‘Suggested Charter for your Church’ at Diocesan 
Synod on 8 March 2003. 



‘Cutting Edge’ Ministry address 

The address for applications for funding was incorrect 
in the article on page 8 of the February DOOR. 
Applications should be sent to: Bishop Bill Down, 54 
Dark Lane, Bampton, Oxfordshire 0X20 6LX. 




You will be - if you don’t 
take us with you, we can 
pack our bucket and 
spade too!! 

Look out for next 
month’s 

Pet Friendly 
Holiday Destinations 



Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 
Large stock available for viewing 

Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at 
Discount Prices 

Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading (0118) 9508959 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian 
and MA, FRCO 
is available to deputise in 
Oxfordshire, at short notice, 
including weddings and funerals. 
Wide experience : reasonable fee 
Tel: Woodstock (01993) 813933 



OPEN DAYS CELEB RATlOM 

FOR SALE CAR BOOTS N 
R£ cn, ALS WANTED EVENTS 

CONCERT® BRING a BUY 

JUMBLE SALES 

YOU TELL US & WE'LL TELL THEM 



25% DISCOUNT FOR REGISTERED CHARITIES 

Tel: 01527 892945 

or Email: cross.publications@virgin.net 
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Looking back with thankfulness 




The Right Revd Dominic Walker, OGS reflects on 
his six years as Bishop of Reading as he leaves to 
become Diocesan Bishop of Monmouth 



IN the last few weeks, since 
being elected Bishop of 
Monmouth, I have been filled 
with a variety of emotions. I 
have received many letters of 
welcome from Wales and I 
have been greatly touched by 
letters from those I shall be 
leaving behind. I feel a sense of 
sadness at leaving the Oxford 
Diocese, but also a sense of 
‘rightness’ about moving to 
Monmouth. Above all, I feel 
filled with thanksgiving for the 
opportunity of serving as a 
bishop. 

Privilege to serve 

The last six years have been a 
time of learning and of listen- 
ing to what God is saying to us 
today. God, who is changeless 
and timeless, calls us to be the 
Church in our own time and to 
face changes with courage and 
joy. It has been a privilege to 
serve with people who are 
committed to this challenge 
and prepared to take risks for 
the sake of the gospel. 

There are two Biblical tradi- 
tions about looking back. The 
first is that those who have set 
their hands to the plough 
should not do it! But there is 
also a tradition of looking back 
with thankfulness for all that 
God has done, so perhaps I can 
do that. 

There are particular events 
that I shall remember like the 
millennium confirmation ser- 
vices with over a hundred can- 
didates each time - including 
one service in a public park 
and another in a sports centre. 
Ordinations are always memo- 
rable events and I have 
ordained 75 priests. There are 
also the precious moments 
during parish visits when call- 
ing at the homes of the sick, the 
elderly and the bereaved and 
being reminded that a bishop is 
a priest. There have been the 



special services for the demise 
of Berkshire County Council, 
the Ladbrook Grove rail crash, 
the Millennium, the Queen 
Mother’s Memorial service, 
and services for healing and 
animal welfare. 

Case of the flying mitre 

There have been the ‘blip’ 
moments like the time I was 
confirming a girl and her 
mobile telephone rang (at least 
she didn’t answer it). Then 
there was the time when I bap- 
tised 12 adults by submersion 
in cold water (the vicar had 
emptied the baptistry by mis- 
take and had to get the fire 
brigade to fill it). And the occa- 
sion when I let go of my mitre 
as I put it on - it flew over my 
head and the vicar caught it 
(but the people thought it was 
just high church!). 

On a school visit, a young girl 



asked what I enjoy most about 
being a bishop. I realised what 
I enjoy most is telling people 
about Jesus and seeing people 
grow in faith. The Area 
Vocations Fellowship has been 
well supported. There is an 
exciting youth church project 
in Reading. I have enjoyed pro- 
moting the healing ministry 
and being involved in parish 
missions and church planting. 
My own faith has been 
enriched through inter-faith 
dialogue and listening to the 
stories of those who are new to 
faith and those who are sea- 
soned pilgrims. 

Building bridges 

A bishop also has opportuni- 
ties of building bridges with 
the civic and secular communi- 
ties and I am grateful for the 
goodwill shown towards the 
Church. The Lord Lieutenant, 



Philip Wroughton and a suc- 
cession of high sheriffs and 
civic leaders have all been so 
supportive. 

The main theme of Celtic 
spirituality is pilgrimage, but 
not so much of going to partic- 
ular pilgrimage sites, but as 
seeing ourselves as pilgrims 
and .strangers in this land 
because we are really made for 
heaven (Heb. 11:13-16). Some 
described themselves as ‘guests 
of the world’ and they sat lightly 
to the transitory things of this 
life with their eyes fixed on 
| heaven. It has been a joy to 
| share the last six years of my 
^ pilgrimage in this Diocese with 
I others who are also on their pil- 
e grimage and have their stories - 
| stories of how knowing Jesus 
= and being touched by the Holy 
Spirit has changed their lives. 
Your story is your vocation. 

We walk with soul friends 

The other element in pilgrim- 
age is that we don’t do it alone. 
We walk in company with our 
soul friends, with our brothers 
and sisters who are our com- 
panions on the way. Since 
coming to the Oxford Diocese, 
I have been truly blessed with 
soul friends. Bishop Richard is 
always supportive, inspiring 
and challenging whilst giving 
his Area Bishops great freedom 
to exercise a personal episco- 
pate. The two Archdeacons 
who have closely shared min- 
istry with me, Mike Hill and 
Norman Russell have been 
both friends and towers of 
strength and I could not have 
wished for better area deans 
and lay chairs. We are blessed 
with able clergy and talented 
lay people and I thank God for 
you all and I pray that my suc- 
cessor will be as happy and as 
blessed as I have been. 

+ Dominic 



‘Enjoy him Wales!’ 

A man of presence and prayer 

Such has been Bishop Dominic's popularity and his teaching on 
the Church's place in our lives, that we will be sorry to see him 
leave us. He has become much respected and loved for his gentle 
and caring approach. In all areas he has been welcomed as a man 
of presence and prayer and we have enjoyed the depth of thought 
in his sermons embellished by humour and apt quotation Bishop 
Dominic has also shown his active interest in and strong support 
for greater interfaith communication - a stance much appreciat- 
ed. We all wish Dominic success and enjoyment in the future while 
thanking him sincerely for his valuable contribution and encour- 
agement over the past six years. 

Philip Wroughton, Lord- Lieutenant of the Royal County of Berkshire 

A visible, accessible and hospitable bishop 

In Bishop Dominic we have had a visible, accessible and hospitable 
bishop whose teaching and pastoral skills and sense of humour 
have been greatly appreciated. As a single man and member of a 
religious order, he has allowed us to share a distinctive vision in 
which spirituality has combined with an understanding and con- 
cern for the issues that touch our lives. Our gratitude and prayers 
accompany him to Monmouthshire. 

Maureen Beadsley ; Lay Chairman of Bracknell Deanery 

A wonderful gift for communication 

We have experienced the presence of this quiet, visionary, spiritual 
man, who has a wonderful gift for communication and has a 
wealth of stories to enthral his listeners. I shall always be thankful 
for his encouragement in the Healing Ministry and for his accessi- 
bility when need arises. 

► The Revd Dorothy Derrick , Priest in charge of St Mary's , Drayton 

With friendship, help and wise leadership 

Thank you, Bishop Dominic, for all you have achieved for us dur- 
ing your ministry here in Berkshire. You have reached out to so 
many people of all ages with your words, friendship, help and wise 
leadership and our prayers go with’you to your new diocese. 

Sir William Benyon, Engle fie Id House, near Reading 

Very early each morning he prays for us 

I have known Bishop Dominic as a friend for over 25 years and as 
Bishop of Reading for the past six years. It has been interesting to 
work with someone who is both friend and Father in God. We shall 
miss the elegant array of episcopal rings, pectoral crosses, crosiers, 
copes and mitres, as Bishop Dominic believes the bishops should be 
grand in church but ordinary outside! Behind all the trappings and 
showing through, is the heart and mind of a priest and pastor who 
has given so much of himself to the Archdeaconry of Berkshire 
both within the Church and without. For me it has been a great 
inspiration to know that very early each morning our Bishop has 
been in his chapel praying for all of us committed to his care. 

Canon Brian Shenton, Area Dean of Reading 

He is our gift to Wales! 

One of our sisters has known Bishop Dominic for many years and 
so we were delighted when he came to Reading and was fairly 
near the Abbey. We have enjoyed his coming to celebrate the 
Eucharist with us and joining us for some major festivals. We have 
appreciated his advice, deep spirituality and sense of humour. 

Enjoy him Wales! - 

Mary Bernard, Society of the Precious Blood, Burnham Abbey 






Swanbourne House 



I APS, Co-Ed, Boarding & Day, Prep School for 3-13 year olds 
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SATURDAY 

5 ■ . 1 - 

1 5 MARCH 



FOR PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 



2003 



10 .00am 

- 12 . 30 pm 



For details contact Mrs C Hollowday 
Swanbourne House School 
Milton Keynes MK17 0HZ 

telephone 01296 720 264 fax 01296 728 089 
www.swanbourne.org email offce@swanbourne.org 

registered charity no. 310640 



LESSONS 



ACTIVITIES 



SPORT 



CHOIRS 



Close to Buckingham, Woburn, Milton Keynes, Leighton Buzzard, Aylesbury 

Preparation for top public schools 



■ i i 



HOLLOWAY'S 

Auctioneers and Valuers of Fine Art and Furniture 

The professional alternative to London. 
Internationally notified sales held throughout 
the year 

For a free appointment 

Tel: 01295 817777 

Auction Rooms and Offices 
49 Parsons Street 
Banbury OX16 5PF 
Facsimile: 01295 817701 
e-mail: enquiries@hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 



EWELME EXHIBITION ENDOWMENT 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

For Children At Fee Paying Schools 

For details send S.A.E. to:- 
The Clerk to the Governors 
Ewelme Exhibition Endowment 
126 High Street 
Oxford 0X1 4DG 

Closing date for applications is 31st March 2003 
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Ordination Stoles 



Embroidery 
for worship, 



and all embroidered vestments 
and furnishings including Altar 
F rontals and Banners. 
Traditional and contemporary 
designs made to commission. 
ceremony and Embroidery repairs undertaken. 
Celebration Plain and embroidered 

Please contact: ★ New Address ★ 

Christine Donaldson, OPUS, 3 Walnut Drive, 
Maids Moreton, Buckingham MKI8 IQ) 

Tel: 01280 816055 

■■■ ■ ■■■.■! ■,■■■■ l-M , ■■■■■ — ■ 





THE POOR : MARCH 2003 



7 
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It was all in a Bishop’s dav 



Dominic Walker, Bishop of Reading, has regularly spent a day in a parish. The Revd Ros Parrett Vicar of St George's, 
Owlsmoor remembers the day the Bishop came to her parish and reflects on the visit with some people he met 



BISHOP Dominic's request 
was made very simply. T would 
like to spend a day in the parish 
... it helps me to understand 
each parish and my own episco- 
pal area much better'. The pro- 
posed visit also gave some 
practical sense to the words 
from bishop to priest at an 
induction service 'receive this 
cure of souls which is both 
yours and mine'. 

The area of Owlsmoor and 
College Town, south of 
Bracknell and at the bottom 
right hand comer of the Oxford 
Diocese, would have been main- 
ly open moorland when the first 
church was built here in 1860 
but St George's Church now 
serves a densely populated 
parish with many young fami- 
lies. Bishop Dominic's visit was 
awaited with curiosity; some 
had met him before, but to oth- 
ers a bishop was a distant fig- 
ure dressed in robes at a 
Confirmation Service, or a 
spokesperson who uses compli- 
cated theological language in 
the news media. How did the 
day go? Listen to the people: 
Junior Dragons mothers and 
toddlers (pictures 1 & 3) 

'We didn't know what to expect 
but he was really relaxed and 
easy to talk to, he certainly 
enjoyed being with the children, 
and they enjoyed being with him'. 



A housebound parishioner 
Mrs Iris Dowsett (5) 

'As you know, my ministry now 
is one of prayer for the Healing 
Ministry of the church, it was 
good to swap ideas with Bishop 
Dominic.' 

Owlsmoor Primary School (4) 

‘We had chosen twins, a boy 
and a girl, to show Bishop 
Dominic round the school with- 
out realising that the Bishop is 
a twin ! They al I got on very wel I 
indeed and had plenty to talk 
about. The children appreciated 
the way in which Bishop 
Dominic answered their ques- 
tions in assembly and allowed 
some of them to try on his 
mitre. They are still talking 
about his visit.' 

Members of the congregation 
Pat and Eric Groves (2) 

'Today he has given us his time, 
and we have been able to talk 
to him, we do appreciate that' 

Sylvia Lee (6) 

'My neighbours and friends 
know how much joy I have 
found in my Christian faith - 
and then Bishop Dominic came 
and visited me, that was great!' 
PCC members and youth 
leaders (not pictured) 

'It's not often that you get to 
hear the Bishop's views and 
ideas first hand in such a relaxed 
way - and we felt that he was 




really listening to what we had to 
say/ 

The day of sharing, listening and 
laughter was gathered and 
offered in the ancient Office of 
Compline, and the people of St. 
George's Church felt that they 
now understood more about their 
Bishop and were encouraged. 

Ros Parrett 



Ros is pictured on the front page. She 
also took picture 4. All other pho- 
tographs are by Frank Blackwell. 





More about the pictures 

Bishop Dominic is holding baby 
Matthew Machu aged eight 
months in picture I. With the 
Bishop in picture 2 are Eric Groves 
verger at St George's and a former 
head verger at St George's Chapel, 
Windsor and his wife Pat, a skilled 
needlewoman. She is seen showing 
the Bishop cards she has embroi- 
dered for Confirmation candidates. 




I 



‘One of the Church’s most 
entertaining bishops’ 




THE relationship between the 
Archdeacon and the Area 
Bishop has to be 
close, and a very 
happy relationship 
it has been. No 
archdeacon in the 
Church of 
England can 
have been be 
more fortunate 
in the bishop 
with whom he 
has had to 
work. Not only 
has Bishop 
Dominic been unfailingly kind 
and thoughtful, but it has been 
such fun. 

Those who have been present 
when Bishop Dominic has 
been presiding in church have 
usually appreciated the care 
and sensitivity with which he 
has led worship, together with 
the accessible way in which he 
brings the Bible to life in his 
sermons. Like the widow of 
Zarephath, he seems to have a 
store of interesting and appo- 
site stories which are miracu- 
lously replenished and never 
fail. 

Not all have encountered his 
very quick humour Typical of 
his wit in the pulpit is his ver- 
sion of the story of the Prodigal 
Son: ‘He spent most of his 
father’s money on women and 
wine and then he wasted the 
rest.’ Only once have I known 
his wit to be cruel. It was the 
year when there was an episco- 
pal visitation. To a question 
about the difference between 
an episcopal visitation and that 
of the archdeacon he replied 
that the Bishop had better 
jokes! There is of course a 
riposte. To the question about 
the difference between the 
Reading Episcopal Area and 
the Archdeaconry of Berkshire 
the answer is simple ‘about a 
thousand years!’ 

Bishop Dominic has some dis- 



tinctive opinions about the role 
of a Bishop. He follows the 
New Testament injunction 
about being given to hos- 
pitality and must be (in 
both senses ) one of the 
most entertaining bishops 
in the Church of 
England. In his early 
days in Berkshire there 
was much interest in 
his clerical wardrobe, 
which can be relied 
upon to have some- 
thing appropriate for 
every occasion and all 
shades of churchmanship. I 
even caught him once dressed 
like a bishop in the Northern 
Province shortly after he had 
been awarded an honorary 
doctorate from the University 
of Brighton. I do not know 
what the custom is in Wales! 

There is a certain style about 
the big services in the Berkshire 
Archdeaconry these days - 
movement, colour and every- 
thing well done. It is hard to 
explain, but Berkshire readers 
will know what I mean when I 
say that Bishop Dominic’s spiri- 
tuality is transparent in his 
leading of worship. He prays 
for and cares deeply about his 
clergy and people. His strong 
sense of episcopal authority has 
not in any way been overbear- 
ing. On the contrary, he has 
used it creatively to authorise 
the development of account- 
able local lay ministry. 

It has been my very great 
privilege to work for five years 
with a Godly bishop who 
always preaches from the 
Scriptures, who believes that 
the Church is the custodian of 
a life-transforming Gospel, a 
passion expressed in his com- 
mitment to the healing ministry 
of the Church. I shall miss him 
very much. Monmouth is a 
very fortunate diocese. 

Norman Russell 





Etovington 






. T: 01929 405096 
; info @ tahkmuseum.co.uk 
www.tankmuseum.co.uk 

MUSEUM OPEN DAILY 10AM - 5PM 

Closes 5pm Sup 15th to 10am Fri 27th Dec. 



RY A sailing courses - beginners to instructor 
B CU canoe courses * learn to paddle and 
explore the Island's unique rivers A creeks 
combine sailing, canoeing walking 
relax by the river Medinc 



ring $ts& Williams 



Individuals A Families 

Church Groups 
Youth Groups 



01983 522195 



HOLIDAY 

residential & non-residenti 



5rd Millennium Artists 

Artists in Stained Glass 



David Wasley ma.atc.d} P ad fmgp. 

Conservator & Restoration Spe c Ha list 



0 1494.7737 12 . 
www.3rdmillenniumartists.co.uk 



COUNSELLING 

REV- HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP fr UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



Littledale Hall 

A Place to Retreat to Advance 

Enjoy your retreat time on a private country estate 

• Warm hospitality/log fires • En suite bed-sitting rooms 
® Centra! heating * Home cooked food 
• Beautiful grounds/river • Group/individual bookings 
• ACC affiliated/listening ear 

• Lost dreams’ retreat - based on the book “Sacred Romance” 
Littledale Trust Littledale Hall 
nr Lancaster LA2 9EY 

Tel: 01524 770266 Fax: 01524 771553 
Email: littledale@littledalehall.co.uk 
Web: www.littledalehall.co.uk 



Cfartsttan Computer Art 

Pictures for church publicity and teaching. 
Free Sampler CD. 



33 Bramley Way 
Hardwick, 
Cambridge 
CB3 7XD 



.AT 



Tel: 01954 210009 
E-mail: info@cc-arf.com 
* Website.www.cc-art.com 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian 
and MA, FRCO 
is available to deputise in 
Oxfordshire, at short notice, 
including weddings and funerals. 
Wide experience : reasonable fee 
Tel: Woodstock (01993) 813933 



I CONNECT 
TWO 

Register for single, widowed 
and unattached Christians 
seeking friends, companion 
^ or future partner 

Id: 01604 641663 

E-mail: 

connecttwo 2 ooo@hotmafl.com 



SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

Including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

Telephone: 01332 347478 

(24 hr cinsv/erphone) 

or emaig js at 
fsiltd@ao9.com 



IMUMS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK. 
ALL SUBJECTS HIED 



FICTION, NON F1CH0.N, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORICAL 
POETRY. CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

mill PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. UJC 
E-mail: athenabook@aoi.com 



FAMILY ACTIVITY TRAIL 
ALL NEW TANKS IN ACTION DISPLAYS 
FREE Acoustiguide Audio Tours 
ARMOURED VEHICLE RIDES 
THE TRENCH 

A Dramatic First World War walkthrough exhibition 

MOBILITY Displays 

Massive INDOOR collection of over 150 vehicles 

PHONE FOR DETAILS 

Recommended by 98% of visitors 









Opportunity knocks! 



2003 is a Year 
of Opportunity! 

You may or 
may not be a 
churchwarden, 
a PCC member, 
or belong to 
the Deanery 
Synod but this is the year 
elections to the Diocesan 
Synod take place. Have 
you interest and/or exper- 
tise to offer? 

The Diocesan Synod, 
which is also the Board of 
Finance, meets three 
times annually on 
Saturdays. In seeking to 
support and enable work 
in the deaneries and 
parishes it makes strategic 
and financial decisions, 
and takes part in debates 
referred to and from the 
General and Deanery 
Synods. Initially for new 
members the Diocesan 
Synod may appear to 
consist of a large number 
of strangers, but as we 
‘Share Life’ together, and 
chat over coffee and 
sometimes lunch, we get 
to know people and also 
develop an interesting 
overview of life in our 
large Diocese. 



Members also 
have the 
opportunity to 
learn more 
about the work 
of the various 
Diocesan 
Boards, 
Committees and Councils 
and to consider offering 
their services or encour- 
aging others with special 
expertise to take part. 
Look in The DOOR for 
more information in the 
coming months. 

Following the elections 
there will be an induction 
meeting on 1 October 
followed by a welcome 
Eucharist and supper at 
the Cathedral. 

If you want to know 
more, or how to stand for 
election, contact Simon 
Brown, chairman of the 
House of Clergy (01628 
604173), Penny Keens, 
chairman of the House of 
Laity (01908 571232), 
your deanery area dean 
or lay chairman or your 
local minister. 

Penny Keens 

See also an article on the roles 
and responsibilities of Diocesan 
Synod members on page 




DIOCESAN LAY 
CHAIRMAN 



March Appointments 



The Revd. Peter Atkinson, Vicar, The 
Shire’s Edge Benefice, to be Rector of 
Burstow w. Home, in the Windmill 
Group Ministry, Diocese of 
Southwark; Revd Ann Ballard, Priest- 
in-Charge, Ivinghoe w. Pitstone and 
Slapton, to be Priest-in-Charge, 
Crossgate Group of Parishes, Swansea 
and Brecon Diocese; the Revd Mary 
Bide, Vicar of Frimley Green and 
Mytchett, Guildford Diocese, to be 
Precentor and Cathedral Chaplain of 
Christ Church, Oxford; the Revd 
Catherine Blundell, Asst. Curate, St. 
Peter Furze Platt, Maidenhead, to be 
Team Vicar, Bracknell Team Ministry, 
responsible for St Paul's Shared 
Church; the Rt Revd Paul Burrough, 
who had retired to Bampton, died 27 
January 2003; the Revd Wendy 
Callan, Asst. Curate, Bicester Team 
Ministry, to be Vicar of Shipton-under- 
Wychwood w. Milton-under- 
Wychwood, Fifield and Idbury; the 
Revd Joanna Coney, Diocesan 
Portfolio Officer to be also Diocesan 
Advisor in Licensed Lay Ministry; the 
Revd Denise Critchell to be Team 



Vicar, Risborough Team; the Revd. 
David Dewick, NSM Bledlow w. 
Saunderton in the Risborough Team, 
to be NSM (house for duty) in the 
Risborough team; the Revd. Ros 
Donovan NSM Seer Green and 
Jordans, to have house for duty, 
Wexham; the Revd. Gary Ecclestone, 
Asst. Curate, St. Martin and St. 
Andrew's, Laverstock, Diocese of 
Salisbury, to be Priest in Charge, 
Hanslope and Castlethorpe, Milton 
Keynes; Andrew Gear, Diocesan 
Youth Adviser, to be Parish 
Development Adviser for the 
Buckingham Archdeaconry; the Revd. 
Ruth Gostelow, Team Vicar, West 
Slough team, to be Vicar of All Saints, 
New Haw, Addlestone, Guildford 
Diocese; the Revd David Gregg, 
Priest-in-Charge, Newton Longville w. 
Stoke Hammond and Whaddon, has 
retired; the Revd Rosie Harper, 
Curate, Amersham St. Mary w. 
Coleshill, to be Priest-in-Charge, Great 
Missenden w. Little Hampton and 
Ballinger. 

continued on page 18 



Rediscovering our shrines 

Shrines are not historical curiosities, but holy places of reflection and encouragement to all who are searching for spiritual values 
in today's world says John Crowe, Rector of Dorchester. Last year he went on a pilgrimage to explore the state of our shrines 



A walking pilgrimage took 
place in the summer of 1979. 
It commemorated the 1300th 
anniversary of the journey, 
led by Bishop Haedda, which 
was made to transfer the 
relics of St Birinus, the first 
Bishop of Dorchester, to 
Winchester. 

Led by the Bishop of 
Winchester the ecumenical 
group of 70 pilgrims walked 
from Dorchester to 
Winchester, led by a proces- 
sional cross. It was made by a 
Roman Catholic sculptor, 
David John and now stands 
in Winchester Cathedral. 
Within it is a fragment from 
the medieval St Birinus Shrine 
in Dorchester Abbey. 

One of the pilgrims, 
Catherine Stroud, then aged 
16, kept a journal. She wrote: 
‘The pilgrims were aged 
between an 11 -year old 
school boy and a 77-year old 
lady agricultural economist. 
Outside Winchester the 
weary pilgrims were met by 
the Lord Mayor of 
Winchester and the junior 
band of the Green Jackets. It 
was very moving, there was 
not a dry eye amongst us, at 
the open air Eucharist on the 
site of St Birinus, Saxon 
church.’ 

Journey and arrival 

This episode symbolises the 
tension between the concepts 
of pilgrimage and shrine, 
journey and arrival, move- 
ment and stillness. Both are 
necessary. We the Church are 
meant to be God’s pilgrim 
people, on the move and 
open to the world but we also 
need our shrines, holy places 
on the border between heav- 
en and earth, making us 
aware of the Communion of 
Saints and encouraging reflec- 
tion and joyous worship on 
our journey to the heavenly 
Jerusalem. 

The medieval shrines were 
such places up to the 
Reformation. It is good to see 
a revival of interest in them in 
some of our cathedrals and 
parish churches. But how can 
that revival be encouraged? 
Why are some cathedrals and 
churches better than others at 
the creative use of shrines? 



In 2002 I set out on a fasci- 
nating journey to find 
answers - visiting 24 places 
where there is the possibility 
of making the stories of the 
saints relevant to modern 
times. There are cathedrals, 



perhaps the majority, where 
the diocese may ‘own’ their 
particular saint, but where 
there is not much evidence of 
interest from the parishes. I 
found a minority where such 
imaginative use is made of 
the shrine areas that the sense 
of ownership embraces even 
the casual visitor. St Albans, 
Durham, Canterbury and 
Chichester stand out. 

Not just monuments 

In the cathedrals and greater 
churches like Beverley 
Minster and Dorchester 
Abbey much depends on 
where the shrine is situated 
and whether it is possible to 
encourage reflection and 
prayer so that visitors don’t 
just walk past. Votive can^ 
dies, prayer cards arid the 
story of the saint should all 
be in evidence in the shrine 
area. Regular worship, espe- 
cially the celebration of the 
Eucharist, in the shrine area, 
is also essential. 

Walsingham is an unique 
and excellent example of 
good practice, openness 
beyond a narrow Anglo 
Catholic approach, welcome 
to all, outreach especially to 



children and young people 
and a network of supporting 
parishes. 

Amongst the parish church- 
es perhaps the most remark- 
able story comes from 
Pennant Melangell whose 



remote church in mid -Wales 
has come to be seen as a spir- 
itual resource to so many 
since its restoration in 1992. 
This has been achieved 
through regular daily wor- 
ship, beautiful and careful re- 
ordering, attractive and 
encouraging lay-out, the 
availability of prayer cards 
and books to buy and the 
welcome and ministry of 
healing at the nearby St 
Melangell Centre. 

Any conclusion must 
address the matter of relics. 
What difference do they 
make? Do they encourage 
superstition? Walsingham 
offers a wonderful ministry 
without any relics. Similarly 
St Albans’ shrine sets a fine 
example. Time will tell if the 
recent reinstatement of a 
bone of St Alban will make a 
difference. A superstitious 
approach in the past is no 
argument for denying their 
significance now. 

A survey of shrines in 
Britain shows a similar pat- 
tern of usage and history in 
Anglican cathedrals and 
churches. A holy man or 
wofnan is recognised in their 
own life-time or soon after as 



needing to be celebrated. A 
simple shrine (generally if the 
saint is from Saxon times) is 
followed by a richer, more 
accessible shrine in the 12th 
or 13th century to which pil- 
grims flock until the 
Reformation when the shrine 
is destroyed. In the 19th cen- 
tury much restoration work 
was accomplished and shrine 
fragments were partially 
reconstructed. By the end of 
the 20th century more frag- 
ments have been found and 
there is a new sense that the 
shrine should become a focus 
of prayer and reflection. 
Surely the 21st century will 
see further development! 

Sacred spaces for all? 

A way forward would be to 
treat all shrine areas as sacred 
spaces to be shared with all 
Christian traditions, places 
where there is no need for the 
Church of England to be over 
prescriptive about devotion 
to the saints and their relics. 
Our shrines should not be 
seen merely as historical 
curiosities, but as sources of 
encouragement to all who 
follow Christ or who are 
searching for spiritual values 
in today’s world. 

In the Oxford Diocese the 
recently restored shrine of St 
Frideswide in the Cathedral 
and the shrine of St Birinus - 
soon to be restored in 
Dorchester Abbey - offer 
imaginative and creative v 
experience for pilgrims and 
visitors. Much needs, howev- 
er, to be done if we are to 
catch up with places like St 
Albans, Durham and 
Canterbury. All-age parish 
groups or deanery pilgrim- 
ages should be welcome at 
any time. As a start let us 
increase the number of pil- 
grims on the annual ecumeni- 
cal St Birinus Pilgrimage to 
Dorchester Abbey! Book now 
- 6 July 2003. Let us make it 
a day out for the parishes of 
the Diocese - fostering fel- 
lowship amongst ourselves 
and with God’s saints! 

Look out for an illustrated 
feature about the hew walking 
pilgrimage at The Cathedral in 
the Easter (April) DOOR. 




ENTHUSIASTIC PILGRIMS are the Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, Hugo 
Brunner, with his wife, Mary Rose. Our picture, by Keith Ellis, shows them 
in July 1997 in Oxford, on an ecumenical pilgrimage which celebrated the 
1400th anniversary of St. Augustine's arrival in Canterbury. 
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By cRopt Design 

' 

Our timeless Celtic designs suitable for stoles 
Chasubles, altar frontals and copes. 
Commissions are taken to suit most budgets. 

We also offer a full range of cassocks, albs and 
surplices. Catalogue available on request. 

CRopt Design 
2 The Bull Ring, Much Wenlock, Shropshire, 
TF13 6HS. Tel/Fax: 01952 727632 
www.croftdesign.co.uk 
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)encj 

Be environmentally friendly - Recycle your 
vestments and let them provide an income. 

Telephone: 01892 891473 

Website: www.churchshop.co.uk 



PA SYSTEMS 

We have years of experience of 
supplying to churches. 

• Updates or complete systems 
• Inductive loops • Radio microphones 
• Portable PA • CCTV 

ROYSTON 

ELECTRONICS 

P. 0. Box 1, Fordingbridge SP6 3PQ 
covers the Diocese 

(01725)518428 or 
(07889) 247960 



FACIAS * SOFFITS * 


TUBBING 


BARGE BOARDS * (J 
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RIVERSIDE FACIAS 



IRANSFORM THE OUTSIDE OF YOUR HOME Wim NEW:- 



SPECIAUSTS IN uPVC FACIAS 
SOFFITS and CLADDING 

For your FREE QUOTATION call now on: 
01235 525559 or 07971 320886 

We are a local company 
specialising in fitment of new 
Cutter Systems, Facias, Soffits, 

Cladding and Barge Boards. All 
the work is guaranteed and we 
use only qualified carpenters. 



FACIA 
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Letters 



Analysis 



% 

to the editor 



Who will tell our 
children about Jesus? 



WHO will teach 
our children 
about 

Christianity? 

Most parents 
assume that 
their children’s 
religious 
upbringing will 
somehow be 
catered for at 
school. After 
all, daily collec- 
tive worship 
and regular RE 
lessons have 
been a central feature of 
school life ever since the 
start of formal education for 
all. This has been just as 
true for Community as for 
Church schools and is just 
as true now as in the past. 
The curriculum of all 
schools, in the opening 
words of the Education Act, 
must ‘promote the spiritual , 
moral, cultural, mental and 
physical development of 
pupils at the school and of 
society’. 

Since the eclipse of 
Sunday schools 

Many Church communities 
also rely on the schools to 
induct children into 
Christianity. Ever since the 
eclipse of Sunday schools 
and the ever diminishing 
number of children and 
teenagers with whom the 
Church has regular contact, 
the hope has been that 
schools will somehow be 
effective in this surrogate 
function. But for how much 
longer can we, or indeed 
should we, rely on the State 
to go on doing, particularly 
in community schools, what 
many would see as the job 
of the family and the 
Church? 

First, the nature of RE has 
changed. Most RE teachers 
now would not see their role 



as involving them 
in religious nur- 
ture but rather as 
helping children 
understand about 
and learn from 
religion - an 
essentially educa- 
tional approach. 
Encouragingly, 
more and more 
pupils are taking 
either a short or 
full course GCSE 
in the subject - 
over half of all 
entrants. But what they are 
doing is religious education 
- not religious instruction. 

RE in the curriculum 
may be under threat 

Second, the safeguarded 
position of religious educa- 
tion in the school curricu- 
lum itself could be under 
threat. Recently Charles 
Clarke has blocked any fur- 
ther work on a national 
framework for RE. And in 
the post 14 plans there are 
clear signs that the 
Government is thinking of 
merging RE into a cross-cur- 
ricular amalgam along with 
citizenship, careers and sex 
education. 

So what should we do? . 
We must campaign vigor- 
ously for RE to remain a 
strong subject in all schools. 
We have our own Church 
schools which we should 
develop to their fullest 
potential. And, we should 
look to how we can expand 
the education programmes 
within our own Church 
communities. If we fail on 
the first, the other two will 
become ever more important 
in the future. 

John Gay 

The Revd Dr John Gay is 

Director of the Culham Institute in 
Oxford and the Church of England's 
national spokesman on RE. 




John Gay 
writes 



The cost of three area bishops • selling ourselves cheap • canon fire on Israel 
and Palestine* standing against Clause 28 • Jo says thankyou to the parishes 



Unthinkable decision? 

Many parishes struggle or 
fail to meet their parish 
shares and so the Diocese 
receives less money than it 
needs. Can it afford three 
suffragan bishops? With the 
forthcoming departures of 
the Bishops of Buckingham 
and of Reading, why not 
scrap existing boundaries 
and reduce the number of 
suffragan bishops to two? 

I realise that the Diocese is 
large and I am not suggesting 
that our three bishops have 
not worked hard and well. 
Many will protest that to 
reduce them to two is unde- 
sirable and impossible but 
protests do not pay bills. 
Unthinkable decisions 
usually are hard. 

David Smith 
Woodley Reading 



Church from the outside 

I was really interested in the 
review of Richard Harries’ 
book God Outside The Box 
and in the thought-provoking 
comments on it from Bob 
Saunders (Letters, December 
2002). We must face facts - 
even distasteful ones. 

Why so much interest? Partly 
because last night I was in 
group discussing ‘How outside 
see our Church’. Partly because 
I was brought up in an unusual 
religion so that, although I’m 
now part of my local church, I 
can often see the ‘conventional’ 
religious scene in a weird light. 
This wouldn’t be worth writing 
about if it weren’t for one thing: 
if Church folk are ‘outreaching’, 
for example, they must make a 
good guess about what's in the 
other person’s mind before they 
start - otherwise they could look 
a bit silly. 

Example: I recently saw a 
church publicity board present- 
ing the gospel as a ‘Free Offer!’ 
OK, a nice light touch? How 
do you feel when an advert 
with ‘Free offer!’ hits your 
doormat? To many folks, that 



slogan will sound a bit tacky. 
We often feel too embarrassed 
to criticise any attempt at out- 
reach, in case people think we 
are ‘badness’. 

In certain moods the religious 
scene looks like one of those 
trade fairs. On each stand - 
Muslim, Catholic, JAW, you 
name it - there’s usually a Big 
Document, with texts inside it 
‘proving’ that all the texts 
inside are true. The enquirer 
needs something a little more 
reassuring. Perhaps the history 
of the ‘firm’ running the stand? 
Sadly, the history of a faith- 
group is never perfectly clear- 
cut and pure, any more than 
the events in today's news. We 
are only human, even when we 
are trying to reach the sublime 
- a fact that seems to cause con- 
tinual amazement in the news- 
papers. 

Hunger for ‘something deep- 
er’ is out there in quantity - I’m 
convinced it is. But I can’t real- 
ly tell you how to mobilise it. If 
I did I’d be a Bishop or some- 
thing I suppose! 

Phil French 
Tilehurst 



Israel and Palestine again 

I was absolutely shocked to 
read Canon John Crowe’s 
response to my letter of 
November 2002. Once again 
you have disseminated pro- 
paganda, not facts. Does the 
Canon really believe what he 
wrote or is he a revisionist? 
Does he dismiss the Christ- 
ian Bible as easily as he dis- 
misses the Hebrew Bible? I 
heard that the Bishop of 
Oxford was booed and heck- 
led at the Trafalgar Square 
Israel solidarity rally last 
year, so perhaps the Canon is 
of like minds with the 
Bishop? 

Colin Chapman’s ‘masterly’ 
book Whose Promised 
Land f has been widely criti- 
cised and Rabbi Benjamin 
clearly holds extremely mis- 
guided views which few 



intelligent people would sub- 
scribe to. A better reference 
would be to the widely 
acclaimed From Time Im- 
memorial by Joan Peters. 
This books substantiates the 
facts in my letter. 

That Christians are fleeing 
the Palestinian Authority 
areas is not surprising when 
they are persecuted by the 
Muslims who find them an 
easy target and want them 
out. Hundreds of Christians 
under the guise of being 
called ‘collaborators’ have 
been tortured and killed by 
Arafat’s thugs. Christians all 
over the world are being 
killed for their religion by 
Muslims intent on taking 
over the world. 

R J. Moran 
Windsor 



Homosexuality in schools 

As Christians we need to be 
aware of what may well be 
thrust upon us in our schools 
in the very near future. The 
law Section 28 (forbidding 
the promotion of homosexu- 
ality in schools) may well be 
scrapped very soon and I ask 
what will be the response of 
our already ‘quiet’ ‘easy 
going’ pastoral teams. 

Clause 28 offers children 
ultimate protection from 
propaganda that could 
encourage them into an 
ungodly and unnatural and 
perverse way of life. It’s 
Biblical and based on sound 
psychological and moral 
doctrine. 

Unfortunately politicians 
think it is trendy to allow 
this law to be dropped - in 
order to be kind to homosex- 
uals? This compassion for 
the feelings of homosexuals 
panders to the ‘New Age’ 
spirit which is slyly ungodly 
and appeals to egocentric 
political ambitions. I wonder 
if politicians (and clergy) 
ever think ahead at the con- 
sequences and costs if sec- 



tion 28 is withdrawn. 

Homosexuals sometimes 
seem to be predatory and 
aggressive. Make no mis- 
take: once section 28 is 
removed, propaganda in 
droves will flood the schools 
depicting this abomination 
as ‘cool’. We must check out 
our Bible: in the last days it 
will be worse than the days 
of Lot and guess what? It all 
appears to be coming about. 
We must resist this in our 
schools and repent and go 
God's way. 

The Bible tells us that if 
you partake experimentally 
or otherwise in homosexual- 
ity, you will be given over to 
it i.e. perverted into it. So 
this is why homosexuals 
want to get the propaganda 
into schools: easy prey on 
susceptible minds !! 

Ray Crossman 
Twyford 



Thanks to the parishes! 

Leading up to my retirement 
at Christmas I was honoured 
with a number of farewell 
events and offered many 
beautiful and useful gifts. 
Only at the last event in 
January did I realise that 
donations had been made 
not only by Board for Social 
Responsibility members, 
Church House staff and indi- 
viduals, but by parishes too. 
May I, through The DOOR, 
thank all those who marked 
my ministry in this way. 

I accept all the gifts not 
only as thanks to me, but as 
a tribute to the ongoing 
work of the BSR, and to the 
hundred or more volunteers 
who do so much work to 
bring alive our mission and 
ministry on social issues. 

Jo Saunders 
Burnham 

Jo Saunders recently retired after a 
distinguished ministry as Diocesan 
Social Responsibility Officer. 



DIVORCED OR 

SEPARATED 

CHRISTIANS? 

IF YOU HAVE TRAVELLED THE PAINFUL 
ROAD TO RECOVERY YOURSELVES, YOU 
WILL UNDERSTAND THE SUFFERINGS 
OF THOSE STILL ON THE JOURNEY. 




Groups 



We have been working in Kent & Sussex 
since 1991 to support people struggling 
with their lives after divorce, separation 
or broken relationships. Now our network 
of self-help groups is spreading to other 
regions and we seek mature Christians 
with a heart for this Pastoral work to take 
free training as group co-ordinators. 

If this rewarding ministry interests you, 
please contact us for more information. 

AQUILA TRUST, OLD CHURCH HALLS, 
CHAPEL GREEN, CROWBOROUGH, 
EAST SUSSEX TN61ED 

Tel: 01892 665524 

_ E-mail: jim@aquilatrust.org 



Like Eagles 

The Aquila Care Trust drew its name from the 
famous verse in Isaiah 40, “They will soar on 
wings like eagles”. 

"Aquila" is the Latin for eagle and the trust’s aim 
is to support any adults going through the 
devastation of marital or relationship breakdown, 
regardless of their beliefs, until they can 
spiritually soar like eagles. 

The charity started as a small voluntary group in 
Crowborough, Sussex, in 1991, simply to serve a 
local need, but demand for its courses grew and 
new groups were established in other Southeast 
towns. In the last eighteen months, the 
development of a free, comprehensive training 
course for potential co-ordinators has meant that 
Christians from all over the UK who have 
recovered from divorce or separation are able to 
learn how to set up and run groups in their own 
churches using Aquita’s successful self-help 
formula for those still struggling. The partner 
churches are asked to accept Aquila groups as 
part of their pastoral outreach and invite 
participants to any events which provide natural 
openings for un-churched people to explore 
Christianity. Aquila’s experience over 12 years has 
been that many do go on to “soar on wings like 
eagles". 

Enquiries from people seeking support are 
coming in increasing numbers from central, 
southern and south western counties, but at 
present there are few Aquila groups established 
in these regions. 

Aquila can be contacted by telephone on: 

01892 665524 or e-mail on: jim@aquilatrust.org 



Have your Choir, Organ or Bells 



recorded by 

Ex-BBC music recording engineer and Organist. 
CDs wrapped, with full-colour booklet and inlay. 

Tel: +44 (0)1494 712614 

email: tonyphilpot@clara.co.uk 



FIRST DAY COVERS aal 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK420YA 

[ 01234)325531 



MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
life also buy 
Call: 

02088884725 



Duracell Procell 9V PP3 Square 
Batteries £2.08 Each Inc. P&P 
Open a church account today 
and receive a free 

Tel: 0161 628 5858 Fax: 0161 028 3838 

/nle/!®mfmic. co.uk uiwiu.mrmic.co.uk 



All Saints’ Church, Bisham, near Marlow, Buckinghamshire 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

This is a traditional Thames-side parish church with a small, enthusiastic 
adult and junior choir (RSCM affiliated). 

We have an electronic organ. 

Services: Sunday 9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist, weekly, and BCP Evensong 
monthly, plus occasional festivals. RSCM Rates, Category B. 

Currently Wednesday night choir practice. 

For more information contact: 

Revd Sue Irwin, Parish Office, The Causeway, Marlow, Bucks, SL7 2AA. 

Tel: 01628 481722 





National 
Fruit Specialists 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8fl and (many on M27 4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, 
Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach 
and so much more! 

Lots of mi Special Offers 

FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 

DEACONS NURSERY (CP) 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24 hrs) 

Tel. 01983 522243 Fax. 01983 523575 

t Email: deacons. nursery® 
btopenworld 
.coni 















Courses and events Prayer Diary 



Cottesloe Christian t 
Training Programme 

15 March Introduction to 
Preaching led by Peter Ballantine 
and Roger James, Bradwell 
* Chapel, 10-4pm, £14. 

20 March Children as Lapwings, 
engaging with children’s spirituality 
today, led by Danny Sullivan, 
Winslow Centre, 8pm, £7. 

Cottesloe Christian Training 
Programme , Church Cottage , 
Waterloo Rd, Linslade, Leighton 
Buzzard , LU7 2NR Tel. 01525 
3751 09 ;www. cottesloe@fish.co.uk 

Preparing Couples for 
Marriage Training Day 

22 March Training Day run by 
members of Diocesan Marriage 
Support Group FLAME, to help 
equip lay people and clergy to 
run effective parish marriage 
preparation courses 10am-4pm 
Diocesan Church House £l0/£5 
Kate Hodgson, Diocesan 
Church House, 01865 208214 

Lunchtime Peace & Music 

Lunchtime Organ Recitals 
Mondays 1-1. 45pm. Free. 

Prayers for Peace led by lay and 
ordained people from different 
denominations Tuesdays 1-1. 15pm 
St Michael at the Northgate, 
Cornmarket Street, Oxford 
01865 240940. 

‘Visualising the Sacred’ 

Walking workshop (5-6 miles) 
round some of sites passed on 
Dorchester Pilgrimage, guided by 
painter Rebecca Hind and pho- 
tographer John Smith. Bring 
sketching materials/camera and 
lunch. 21 (10am) - 22 June (2pm) 
from Dorchester Abbey Guest 
House; cost £70. www.rebecca- 
hind.com; 01865 340633. 



The April issue of 



Milton Keynes Training 
Commission 

6 March Preaching from the 
Lectionary Peter Ballantine, 
7.45-9.45pm £5.50/£3 
15 March Introduction to 
Preaching Peter Ballantine &C 
Roger James, 10-4pm. £15/£10 
Both at Bradwell Chapel. 

17 March - 26 May Worship 
Leaders’ Course Mondays 7.30- 
9.30pm £35/£20 for course, 
£5.50/£3 per session St Andrew’s 
Church, Great Linford. 

Revd Peter Ballantine, Bradwell 
Chapel, Loughton Rd, Bradwell, 
MK13 9AA. Tel. 01908 605892; 
mkctc@tesco.net 

Talks In Lent Tuesdays 
1 1 March - 8 April 

Praying with the Churches: speakers 
from different traditions 7.30pm 
Methodist Church Hall, New High 
St, Headington, Oxford. 

Churches Together in Headington 
01865 766585. 

Diocesan BSR Pastoral 
Care Forum 5 April 

From Incubation to Maturity: 
training day for teams & indi- 
viduals 10am-3.30pm St Helen’s 
Church, Abingdon 
Kate Hodgson, Diocesan 
Church House^ 01865 1208214 

St Michael, Amersham-on- 
the-Hill 16 March, 18 
May, 15 June, 20 July 

Finding God at the Heart of e 
Things: ‘Restoration - Easter’. 
Explore our spiritual treasure with 
ways into prayer, and teaching & 
sharing from our saints &C mystics 
Philip Roderick 6-8pm £5 each. 
01494 726680. 

Easter pilgrimage 

Annual ecumenical Northern 
Cross pilgrimage to Holy Island, 
Lindisfame 1 2—20 Anril: nilprim 



Diocese of Oxford 
Training & Co-ordination 
Team 15 March 

Introduction to Preaching Day 
led by Peter Ballantine & Roger 
James, Bradwell Methodist 
Church, Milton Keynes, 10am- 
4pm, £15. 

Enquiries Revd Philip Tovey, 
01865 863657; philip. tovey 
@vir gin.net 

Cross & Crescent Course 

3 & 10 March 

Help in relating to Muslim 
neighbours on the basis of 
knowledge and not prejudice 
9.30am-lpm Christ Church, 
Chapel Rd, Flackwell Heath, 
High Wycombe. Run by Salem 
Project & Wycombe Deanery; 
all welcome. Norman Critchell, 
01753 770149; norman@salem- 
project.fsnet.co.uk; Chris Bull 
(Area Dean), 01628 522795. 

Paul & Jesus 8 March 

Paul and Jesus - the True Story: 
does St Paul’s teaching go back to 
Jesus, or did he invent it? David 
Wenham 9.30am-4pm St And- 
rew’s Church, Linton Rd, Oxford. 
Run by Wycliffe Hall. Bookings 
Vicky Bancroft, 01865 274205; 
vicky. bancroft@wycliffe. ox.ac. uk 

Rediscovering a Ministry 
of Wholeness 23 March 

Conference for those interested in 
health & healing, especially 
Christian doctors, nurses and 
ministers of all denominations 
wanting to develop new commu- 
nity projects. Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone, Milton Keynes 
10am-3.30pm. 

Revd Chris Bell 01908 646649 

Quiet day for working 
people 29 March 

Facing Changes - Making Choices 



Women’s World Day of 
Prayer 7 March 

Theme: Holy Spirit Fill Us (prepared 
by Christian women of Lebanon) 
Some of the events in our Diocese: 
Amersham-on-the-Hill: St John's, 
Woodside Rd 11am with light lunch. 
Aylesbury: Methodist Church 2pm; 
Salvation Army 7.30pm; Bucking- 
ham: Well St Church 2pm. Chalfont 
St Peter: St Joseph's RC Church 
10am. Lacey Green: St John's 
Church 2pm. Newbury: St John's 
Church 10.30am; St Francis de Sales, 
Warren Rd, Wash Common 8pm;. 
Oxford: Lime Walk Methodist 
Church, Headington 10.30am; 

Quaker Meeting House, 43 St Giles' 
12.30pm; St Andrew's, Linton Rd 
1.30pm; URC, Marston Rd 2pm; St 
Andrew's, Sandford 2.30pm; Cumnor 
URC 2.30pm; St Francis, Hollow 
Way, Headington 7.30pm. Padworth 
Common: Mortimer West End 
Chapel 2-3pm. Twyford: URC, 
Bicester Rd 7pm. 



‘ Teach us to number our days 
aright, that we may gain a heart 
of wisdom.* Psalm 90:12 

Let us pray to God our Father 
for: 

Saturday 1st ST DAVID’S 
DAY 

Henley Deanery. The benefices 
adapting to staffing changes and 
clergy taking on new roles. The 
appointment of three house for 
duty posts. The development of 
lay ministries and growth in dis- 
cipleship, particularly the train- 
ing day, 5 April, ‘Ministry with 
Children’. Area dean - Duncan 
Carter; synod lay chairman - 
Graham Kay. 

QUINQUAGESIMA - THE 
SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE 
LENT 

Sunday 2nd UNEMPLOY- 
MENT SUNDAY 

Those who have no work, fac- 
ing redundancy, redeployment 
or early retirement through ill 
health; those supporting the 
needs of the unemployed 
through statutory agencies, vol- 
untary services and friendship; 
for those seeking to create 
work. 

Monday 3rd FAIRTRADE 
FORTNIGHT Goring with 
South Stoke: clergy - Philip 
Nixon, Hilary Campbell, Peter 
Steddon. Harpsden cum Bolney: 
clergy - Dick Chown. 
Tuesday 4th Henley with 
Remenham: clergy - David 
Pritchard, John Bone, Ernesto 
Lozada-Uzuriaga. Henley-on- 
Thames: clergy - Duncan Carter; 
licensed lay minister - Trevor 
Lewis. 

Wednesday 5th ASH 
WEDNESDAY Lent studies 
throughout the Diocese and the 
growth of faith and fellowship. 



Potts, Anne Holmes; area forma- 
tion guardians - John Hedges, 
David Owen. 

Thursday 6th Elmore Abbey, 
Newbury Order of St Benedict: 
abbot - Dom Basil Matthews; 
Society of the Sacred Mission, 
Milton Keynes. 

Friday 7th WOMEN’S WORLD 
DAY OF PRAYER Ascot Priory, 
Society of Holy Trinity: superior - 
The Revd Mother; warden - P. 
Ursell; The Priory, Community of 
St John Baptist, Community of 
the Companions of Jesus the 
Good Shepherd and Community 
of Reparation to Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament: the reverend 
mothers; warden and chaplain - 
Lister Tonge; Burnham Abbey, 
Society of the Precious Blood: 
superior - the Revd Mother; 
Freeland, Community of St Clare: 
abbess - Sister Paula Fordham. 
Saturday 8th UNITED 
NATIONS DAY FOR WOMEN’S 
RIGHTS AND INTERNATION- 
AL PEACE St Mary’s Convent, 
Community of St Mary the 
Virgin: superior - Mother 
Barbara Claire; warden - John 
Austin; chaplain - Oliver Simon; 
All Saints’ Convent, Society of All 
Saints Sisters of the Poor: superior 
- Mother Helen; Convent of the 
Incarnation, Community of the 
Sisters of the Love of God: superi- 
or - Mother Rosemary; warden - 
David Barton. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

Sunday 9th Those whose 
work and service require signifi- 
cant absence from their families 
and communities. 

Monday 10th Kidmore End and 
Sonning Common: clergy - 
Graham Foulis-Brown. Rotherfield 
Peppard: clergy - Graham Foulis- 
Brown, Hugh Warwick. 
Tuesday 11th Rotherfield 



Bix, Highmoor and Pishill: clergy 
- Brendan Bailey, Elizabeth 
Lakey. 

Friday 14th RED NOSE DAY 

All who through laughter and 
humour share the gospel mes- 
sage of love and compassion. 
The ministry of clowns and 
puppeteers: clergy - Mark 
Leadbetter. 

Saturday 15th Langtree 
Team Ministry: clergy - Kevin 
Davies, Nelva Moss, John 
Evans, Angela Linton; licensed 
lay minister - Brian Turner. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

Sunday 16th All who work 
for safe and efficient transport 
systems that minimise the envi- 
ronmental costs. 

Monday 17th ST PATRICK’S 
DAY Shiplake with Dunsden: 
clergy - Martin Connop Price. 
Tuesday 18th Whitchurch: 
clergy - Kevin Davies. 
Wednesday 19th ST JOSEPH’S 
DAY Nuffield: clergy - John 
Shearer. 

Claydon Deanery. All those 
attempting to discern what God 
is asking of them as they seek to 
understand their individual 
ministry and vocation, and that 
they may have the courage to 
respond in obedience and faith. 
Area dean - Tom Thorp; synod 
lay chairman - Geoff Strutt. 
Thursday 20th The Claydons - 
East Claydon, Middle Claydon, 
Steeple Claydon: clergy - Rodney 
Holder. 

Friday 21st INTERNATION- 
AL DAY FOR ELIMINATION 
OF RACIAL DISCRIMINA- 
TION All initiatives to build 
understanding and reconcilia- 
tion between people. The 
Diocesan Committeee for Racial 
Justice: chair - Beverley 

Ruddock; officer - Derek West. 



THE THIRD SUNDAY OF~\ 
LENT 

Sunday 23rd Those who pro- - 
vide for our needs of clean . 
water and the disposal of waste . 
water and that in gratitude we . 
may respect and conserve . 
resources and reach out^to sup- . 
port those in need. 

Monday 24th Swan Team | 
Ministry: clergy - David Hiscock, . 
Elizabeth Mason. 

Tuesday 25th Winslow with | 
Great Horwood and Addington: > 
clergy - Tony Whalley, Tracey ■ 
Doyle; licensed lay ministers John | 
Dale, Mary Lovegrove - for the deaf. | 
Wednesday 26th Diocesan | 
Council for the Deaf: officers - j 
Eddie Shiras, Philip Lovegrove, | 
Janice Barnett; chaplains - Roger | 
Williams, Ben Whitaker; licensed | 
lay ministers - D Prytherch, B j 
Armour, C Powell, K Dyson, J | 
Palmer, Ursula Coles, Mary | 
Lovegrove. | 

Thursday 27th Mission in | 
Work and Economic life: mis- | 
sioners, chaplains, ministers - j 
Nicholas Parish, John Nicholson, | 
Stephen Heap, Ian Parker, Bob | 
Penman, Graham Skipsey, Susan | 
Van Beveren; director - Barbara | 
Hayes. Ministers and ministry in | 
secular employment. | 

Friday 28th All non-stipendi- | 
ary ministers, the parishes they | 
serve and, for those in paid | 
employment, their places of work | 
Saturday 29th The Children’s | 
Society. All supporting the work | 
of child protection: bishop’s | 
adviser - Hugh Valentine. | 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF | 
LENT | 

Sunday 30th MOTHERING | 
SUNDAY Our Mother Church | 
and family of Christians; all who | 
exercise the gift of mothering. | 
Monday 31st The Mothers’ I 
Union - Christian Care for I 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 
Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays 7.15 am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1.05pm Holy Communion on 
Wednesdays only 6pm Choral 
Evensong 6pm Sung Eucharist 
on Thursdays or Saints Days 

BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 
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will be ready for 
collection on 
27 March 



Lindisfarne 12-20 April; pilgrim 
groups walk for 6-7 days from 
Scotland or N England, visiting 
parishes and meeting on Good 
Friday to cross to Lindisfarne. 
Kenneth Williams , 01494 432271; 
Willperf@aol. com. 



racing changes - maxing choices 
10am-4pm Stanton House, 
Stanton St John £10 inc. lunch; 
led by Anne Borrowdale. 

Oxford Industrial Chaplaincy ; 
01865 245349; 
barhara.hayes@talk2 1 .com 



BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday 
Breakfast Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, 
church news, 
favourite hymns 
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I Religious communities and 
I organisations: Burford Priory, 
I Order of St Benedict: abbot - 
I Stuart Burns; Third Order of 
I the Society of St Francis: area 
I ministers - Michael Taylor, Ann 
I 

L. ... 
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Greys: clergy - Brendan Bailey. 

Wednesday 12th NATIONAL 
NO SMOKING DAY All services 
in the Diocese that promote heal- 
ing from addictive behaviours. 
Thursday 13th Nettlebed with 
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Saturday 22nd WORLD 
DAY FOR WATER Schorne 
Team Ministry: clergy - Tom 
Thorp, Andy Bell, Martin 
Partridge, Simon Dickinson. 
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Families worldwide: president - I 
Felicity Randall; secretary - I 
Jennifer Brooker; branch leaders I 
and members in the parishes. I 

The Prayer Diary is edited 
by the Revd Pam Gordon 
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www.oxford.anglican.org 

What’s On is a free service for readers of The DOOR. If you would like 
your event included on the April Doorpost, send details in writing to the 
address below. The deadline is 17 March 



FEBRUARY 

Wed 26 TILEHURST Messiah & 
supporting programme, Reading 
Concert Singers & Church Choirs in 
aid of MS charities, St Mary Magdalen 
7.30pm. Tickets 0118 942 5290. 

Wed 26 READING As above, at 
St Mary Magdalen 7.30pm. 
Tickets 0118 942 5290 

MARCH 

Sat 1 DOUAI ABBEY Thames 
Voices. Tickets Newbury Corn 
Exchange 01635 522733. 

Sat 1 SLOUGH Organ recital 12 
noon, St Mary’s Parish Church. Free; 
donations welcome. 01753 575766. 
Sat 1 CIPPENHAM, SLOUGH 
Jumble sale 10am (and Furniture 
Mart every Saturday 10am-4pm) 
St Andrew’s Shared Church. 01753 
528363. 

Sun 2 AMERSHAM Beauty in 
Chants: service drawing on contem- 
plative Christian chants from around 
the world, 1st Sunday each month 6- 
6.45pm St Michael’s, Amersham-on- 
the Hill. 01494 726680. 

Mon 3 MILTON KEYNES Musical 
Milestones: talk on Russian Masters, 
7.45pm, City Church. Tickets at door. 
Wed 5 AMERSHAM Ash Wed- 
nesday Service with communion 
and ashing 10am Lady Chapel, St 
Michael’s, Amersham-on-the-Hill. 
01494 726 680. 

Wed 5 AMERSHAM Ash 

Wednesday Service with Com- 
munion and ashing 8pm, 
The Free Church, with St John’s & 
St Michael’s, Amersham-on-the- 
Hill. 01494 726 680. 

Fri 7 WOMEN’S WORLD DAY 

OF PRAYER see above 

Fri 7 MILTON KEYNES Religion 



and Violence’: St Thomas of India Unity 
Lecture, Christ Church, Stantonbury 
Campus, 7.45pm. (Indian meal 
6.30pm, £6; book 01908 606395.) 
Other enquiries 01908 677466. 

Fri 7 ROTHERF1ELD PEPPARD 
Music from St Petersburg, Lyra Vocal 
Ensemble, All Saints’ Church. 
Refreshments; retiring collection. 0118 
9722844. 

Sat 7 READING Organ recital 
12.15pm St “Mary’s Church. Berks 
Organists Association 0118 940 3209. 
Sat 8 MILTON KEYNES Trumpet 
and piano/organ recital 12.30pm, 
City Church. Tickets at door. 

Sat 8 SLOUGH Organ recital 12 
noon, St Mary’s Parish Church, 
Church St. Free; donations welcome. 
01753 575766. 

Sat 8 WOKINGHAM Reading 
Phoenix Choir Concert (16th century 
to present) in aid of Bell Restoration 
Fund. All Saints’ Church 8pm. 
Tickets Parish Office 0118 9792797. 
Tue 11 NEWBURY Private 
Violence, Public Concern’: play 
(unsuitable for under 12s) on domes- 
tic violence; discussion afterwards. 
Com Exchange, Market Place 11am. 
Phoenix Productions + West Berks 
Domestic Violence Forum. Tickets 
01635 522733; info. 01635 519187; 
mpalmer@westberks.gov.uk. 

Wed 12 MILTON KEYNES 
Violin & piano concert 7.45pm, City 
Church. Tickets 01908 200604 or at 
door. 

Wed 12-Sat 15 AMERSHAM 

The Passion Play in Amersham’' 
performed by local groups, 8pm St 
Mary's Church, Old Amersham. 
Tickets 01494 721323. 

Thu 13 STOKE POGES Quiet 
morning: conflict between power and 



strength, 10am-12 noon (quiet garden 
open 10am-3pm). Stoke Park Farm, 
Park Rd. 01753 644273/643050. 

Fri 14 DEDDINGTON Russian 
choir at SS Peter and Paul Church at 
7.30pm. Tickets at door. Details 
01869337052. 

Sat 15 DOUAI ABBEY Arion 
Orchestra. Tickets Newbury Com 
Exchange 01635 522733. 

Sat 15 SLOUGH Piano recital 12 
noon, St Mary’s Parish Church, 
Church St. Free; donations welcome. 
01753 575766. 

Sat 15 BRACKNELL Cameo 
Singers 7.30pm St Andrew’s Church. 
Berks Organists Association 0118 
940 3209. 

Sat 15 OXFORD Lenten Meditation: 
sacred music & readings by Clerks of 
Christ Church, Christ Church 
Cathedral 8pm. Free; retiring collection. 
infb@ clerkschch.frnetco.uk. 

Sat 15 VVER HEATH Table Top 
Sale in aid of St Margaret’s Church, 
Village Hall 10am- 12 noon. Tables 
for hire £6: 01753 652493. 

Sun 16 MILTON KEYNES 
Theology Commission of Milton 
Keynes Churches Council: Exp-loration 
of Radical Christianty, Trinity Church 
Centre, Fishermead Boulevard, 2.30- 
5pm; free. 01908 237777/230192. 

Sun 16 AYLESBURY Schubert on 
Sundays: piano sonatas, 3pm St Mary’s 
Church. Tickets Record House, High 
St or on door. 

Wed 19 MLTON KEYNES Violin 
& piano recital 7.45pm, City Church. 
Tickets 01908 200604 or at door. 
Thu 20 OXFORD Oxford Council 
of Christians and Jews: ‘Christian & 
Jewish attitudes towards animals’ 
8pm Friends’ Meeting House, 43 St 
Giles’ 01865 761630. 



Fri 21 IVER HEATH Beetle Drive 
in aid of St Margaret’s Church, 
7.30pm Parish Centre; bring plate of 
food. Tickets 01753 651967. 

Sat 22 OXFORD Alister Hardy 
Society for the study of religious & 
spiritual experience 10.30am-4pm, 
Council Room, Mansfield College. 
Open to non-members, £15. 

Sat 22 OXFORD Poems from 
Court of Elizabeth I set to music through 
the ages, Clerks of Christ Church, Christ 
Church Cathedral 8pm; tickets at door. 
info@clerkschch.fsnet.co.uk. 
Sat 22 SLOUGH Song recital 12 
noon, St Mary’s Parish Church, 
Church St. Admission free; dona- 
tions welcome. 01753 575766. 

Sat 22 BRAY Organ recital 7.30pm 
Parish Church. Berks Organists 
Association; 0118 940 3209. 

Sat 22 WING All Saints’ Church 
Quiz Evening, 7.45pm Wing Village 
Hall. 01296 688265. 

Sun 23 MILTON KEYNES The 
Armed Man: a Concert for Peace’ 
Milton Keynes Chorale and City 
Orchestra, Milton Keynes Theatre 
7.30pm. Tickets 01908 606090 
Sun 23 READING ‘Unfulfilled 
Dreams’: a service for the childless, 
4pm followed by refreshments, 
Greyfriars Church. 0118 986 1917. 
Thu 27 STOKE POGES Quiet 
morning: mystic theology & spiritu- 
ality 10am- 12 noon (quiet garden 
open 10am-3pm). Stoke Park Farm, 
Park Road. 01753 644273/ 643050. 
Thu 27 MILTON KEYNES 
Exploring Music: talk on Romantic 
Italian Masters (Verdi), 7.45pm, City 
Church. Tickets at door. 

Fri 28 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley 
nr. Henley) Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 



Communion 10.15am 01491 571231. 
Fri 28 READING Organ recital 
12.15pm St Mary’s Church/ Berks 
Organists Association; 0118 940 3209. 
Sat 29 SLOUGH Organ recital 12 
noon, St Mary’s Parish Church. Free; 
donations welcome. 01753 575766. 
Sat 29 DOUAI ABBEY Reading 
Phoenix Choir. Tickets Newbury 
Com Exchange 01635 522733. 

Sat 29 OXFORD Max Bruch, The 
Fiery Cross’, Town Hall 7.30pm. 
Oxford Harmonic Soc, orchestra 6c 
soloists. Tickets Playhouse 01865 
305305 or at door. 

Sat 29 PRESTON B6SETT 
‘Musical Miscellany’ by Milton Keynes 
Chorale Small Choir at St John’s Chuch, 
7.30pm Music includes Mozart 5 s Ave 
Verum, Handel’s Zadoc the Priest, 
opera, madrigals, and other favourites. 
Tickets £5. Details 01280 847189. 

APRIL 

Wed 2 MILTON KEYNES Piano 
concert, Bartok, Schubert, Beethoven 
7.45pm City Church. Tickets 01908 
200604 or at door. 

Thu 3 HIGH WYCOMBE Batde 
for the Mind: Why Creation Matters’ 
talk by Philip Bell from Answers in 
Genesis. Tylers Green Village Hall 
8pm. Duncan Reeve 07764 355718. 
Fri 4 STANTON ST JOHN Oxford 
Institute for Christian Counselling 
retreat day for women to prepare for 
Easter, 10am-4pm Stanton House. 
Gill Harvey, OCIC 01865 308889; 
counselling® ocic.org.uk 
Sat 5 CIPPENHAM, SLOUGH 
Jumble sale 10am St Andrew’s 
Shared Church. 01753 528363. 

Sat 5 BEACONSFIELD Inter- 
church quiz; teams of six welcome. 
St Mary’s Church 8pm, £7.50 inc. 



supper. 01753 889384 or parish 
office 01494 676690. 

Sat 5 MONKS RISBOROUGH 

Story-telling with Ashley Ramsden, 
St Dunstan’s Church 8pm. Tickets 
01844 343294. 

Sat 5 STREATLEY Saints St 
Sinners: evening of opera and wine- 
tasting; buffet. 7.30pm Mortell 
Room. 01491 874408. 

Sun 6 MILTON KEYNES God So 
Loved the World: musical reflection 
for Passion Sunday 6pm City 
Church. Free; retiring collection. 

Sat 5 SLOUGH Organ recital 12 
noon, St Mary’s Parish Church. Free; 
donations welcome. 01753 575766. 
Mon 7 MLTON KEYNES Musical 
Milestones: talk on Prokofiev, 7.45pm 
City Church. Tickets £3.50 at door. 

Thu 10 STOKE POGES Set Free 
to Praise St Serve’ 10am- 12 noon; 
communion 12 noon (quiet garden 
open 10am-3pm). Stoke Park Farm, 
Park Rd. 01753 644273/643050. 

Fri 1 1 BANBURY Opening by 
Tony Baldry MP of exhibition of 
carpets St mgs, 3.30pm St Mary’s 
Church. 01295 250816; www.pro- 
jectmala.org.uk. 

Sat 12 SUNNINGHILL Stainer’s 
Crucifixion in the parish church at 
6.30pm. Admission by programme 
£3 at door. Enquiries 01753 859981. 
Sat 12 BANBURY Exhibition 5c 
sale of Indian carpets Sc mgs from 
Project Mala, 10am-4pm St Mary’s 
Church. 01295 250816. 

Sat 12 READING Easter Coffee 
Morning 10.30-1 1.30am Grange 
Church Hall, Southcote, in aid of 
Reading’s Duchess of Kent Palliative 
Care Centre. 0118 958 4131. 

Sat 12 SLOUGH Harp recital 12 
noon, St Mary’s Parish Church. Free; 



donations welcome. 01753 575766. 

Sun 13 MILTON KEYNES Bass 
Mass in B Minor 7.30pm City 
Church. Tickets 01908 200604. 
Wed 16 TILEHURST Olivet to 
Calvary, Reading Concert Singers Sc 
Church Choirs. St Mary Magdalen 
7.30pm. Retiring collection for 
Heartbeats. 0118 942 5290 

Notices 



Oxford Diocesan Yearbook 2003 



Price £10 including postage; 
Order online at 
www.oxford.anglican.org 



Music in rural churches 

Opus Anglicanum (five men’s 
voices and a BBC reader) is creat- 
ing a series of concerts in village 
churches, using local choirs to 
join in three pieces of Gregorian 
chant for each concert. Opus 
Anglicanum. 92 St Thomas St, 
Wells, BA52UZ; tel. 01749 
675131; e-mail enquiries @ 
opus-anglicanum. com; 
www.opus-anglicanum.com 

‘Green man’ - does your 
church have one? 

Steeple Aston will exhibit its 
medieval cope, which includes a 
‘green man’, in April. In the 
exhibition notes they would like 
to say where else in the Diocese a 
green man can be seen. If your 
church has one, please contact 
them. 01 869 347029 ; kate@ 
kateringham.fsnet. com. 



Hassocks available 

Free to a good home if you col- 
lect them: 100 blue hassocks in 
good condition. 01491 875094. 

Diocesan Schools 
Admissions Appeals Panels 

The Diocese organises schools 
admissions appeals hearings on 
behalf of the 100 or so voluntary- 
aided schools in the Diocese. The 
independent panels comprise 
members of both lay and educa- 
tional background; hearings are 
held throughout the Diocese. The 
work is voluntary; travel expenses 
paid. Val Coombs, Admissions 
Appeal Officer, Diocesan Church 
House, tel. 01865 208237; 
val. coombs@oxford.anglican. org. 

Red Cross minibuses 

Red Cross minibuses, driven by 
volunteers, give a vital service to 
lonely and isolated people. More 
drivers are needed; they should 
have passed their driving test 
before 1997, have a fairly clean 
licence, and be able to spare a 
morning, afternoon or day every 
week or so. Training given. 
Tricia Earp 01235 552685. 

Diocesan Board for Social 
Responsibility 

Is somebody hi 
you? 

Help is at hand. 

Ring 01865 208213 for confi- 
dential conversation or email 
socresp@dch.oxford.anglican.org 





The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 



The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 



free of charge to churches in Editorial address: The Door, 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire Church House, North Hinksey, 

and Oxfordshire. Oxford 0X2 0NB. 



Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 



Email: 

door@oxford.anglican.org 
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For next month's 



feature in The Door 

To advertise in the 
feature please call: 

Sue Williams on 
01527 89 2945 



Books, CDs, Cassettes, 
Videos, Cards 8t Gift Items 

Visit your nearest branch 
listed below 

Also On-line services 



Secure on-line shopping 
Subscribe to a free E-mail devotional service 
• Special Offers • New releases • Reviews • 



Great Missenden 


Oxford 


Witney 


Wokingham 


Tel: 01494 862168 


Tel: 01865 247567 


Tel: 01993 709429 


Tel: 0118 977 6715 


Maidenhead 


Reading 


Wolverton 


Slough 


Tel: 01628 621985 


Tel: 0118 957 6078 


Tel: 01908 221331 


Tel: 01753 538999 



Also at: 

Boumville Buiy St Edmunds 

Tel: 0121 459 7000 Tel: 01284 769517 

Website: www.standrewsbookshop.eo.uk 
Email : mail @ standrewsbookshop.co.uk 
Mail Order: Tel: 01494 865501 Fax: 01494 862068 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



Tim Davy, St Andrews Bookshop Ltd. 



St Andrew’s Bookshop started 
life in the waiting room of a 
chiropodists in 1957, with the 
vision of introducing Jesus to 
the village of Great Missenden 
in Buckinghamshire. 

Some 45 years later, much has changed 
but the vision to see people come to 
know Jesus, and grow in their 
relationship with him, remains. 

While preparing a talk on reading 1 
found a quotations site on the internet 
(my favourite was by Groucho Marx: 
“Outside of a dog a book is a man’s 
best friend. Inside a dog it’s too dark to 
read.”) What was clear from my findings 



St Andrew’s Bookshop 

- introducing Jesus to the world 



was that books are powerful and 
precious. They change lives and 
ministries. God uses books to 
encourage, teach, comfort, rebuke and 
inspire us. This has certainly been my 
experience and perhaps yours also. 

St Andrews now has ten branches 



(mostly in Buckinghamshire, Berkshire 
and Oxfordshire), internet and mail 
order services, church discount schemes, 
conference bookstalls and a music club. 
The exciting thing is that this is just the 
tip of the iceberg! 

Research has shown that only a small 



minority of Churchgoers go to their 
local Christian bookshop. We would love 
to see this trend reversed, why not pop 
into your local Christian bookshop and 
see what’s there. 

Occasionally, amongst the books, music, 
cards and gifts, something will capture 
the imagination on a bigger scale than 
normal. Our current top seller is just 
such a book. 

The Heavenly Man (Monarch, £7.99) is 
the biography of Chinese Christian 
Brother Yun, who God has used 
remarkably despite suffering prolonged 
torture and imprisonment for his faith. 
Word-of-mouth recommendations have 
played a key part in the book’s success, 
as more people are touched by its story, 
it is sure to be a “book to remember”. 

A couple of other titles that already fit 
into that category are Henri Nouwen’s: 
The Return of the Prodigal Son (DLT, 
£8.95), and How to Read the Bible for 
all its Worth by Fee and Stuart (SU, 
£7.50). 

Nouwen’s classic looks at the famous 
parable using Rembrandt’s powerful 
painting, and draws us to “love as the 
father and be loved as the son”. 

Fee and Stuart’s work is an 
exceptionally helpful and important 
book, tackling the different types of 
literature in the Bible and how to 
interpret them. 

If you want to improve your grasp of 
God’s Word, this is a ‘must read’. 

At St Andrews we see ourselves as 
resourcing the Church in it’s ministry of 
growth and outreach. 

How may we serve you and your 
Church? 
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Celling it as a 



IS 



Advertisement 

Feature 



KINGS AND Queens are all very 
well but for the history of 
ordinary people there's nothing 
like the Vicar for telling it as 
it is. 

Generations of clerical gentlemen have kept 
diaries that may have seemed of limited 
interest at the time but many decades and 
even centuries later they give wonderful 
insights into how we lived, got married and 
died in ages past.Revd Oliver Willmott, once 
based at St. John's, Frome, was working 
until the latter part of the 20th century but 
his entries for the 1960s, for example. 



shed light on how much life has changed 
since then. His parishioners get very excited 
about the digging of a sewer in the village, 
the Sunday School outing was a picnic fea- 
turing not hot dogs but 'sausages on but- 



tered rolls' washed down with Corona and 
being voted champion ploughman was quite 
something. 

One of Mr. Willmott's lovely stories is of a 
churchwarden and military gentleman who 



broke his neck in the hunting field but was 
only away from Church one Sunday and 
'everybody was glad to know that his horse 
hadn't to be put down'. 

The Vicar Calls by Revd Oliver Willmott is 
published by Bishop Street Press at £9.99. 
He follows in a long line of clerical diarists 
notably Revd Francis Kilvert,the Wiltshire 
clergyman whose chronicles of life inl9th 
century rural England have been likened to 
the diaries of Samuel Pepys, and James 
Woodford, a gentleman bachelor Vicar of a 
century before that who was notable for 
having a very hectic social life. 



Church House Bookshop 

■ 




PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALLSUBJECTS KVflED 



RCTTON, NON HCHOR 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
MSTOWCAL, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SENO YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE. 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW14EGU.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 



Books & Bible Study Booklets 

The Open Bible Trust 

has over 100 titles, including short 
commentaries for individual use and 
question/ answer booklets for housegroups. 

Send for a full catalogue and free samples of 
Search magazine and a study booklet to: 

The Open Bible Trust (Dept, C), 
Bethany, Tresta, Shetland ZE2 9LT 

Tel: 01595 810434 

E-mail: openbible.trust@zetnet.co.uk 



Church House Bookshop is 
one of the UK's largest 
religious bookshops. 
Situated at the heart of 
London next door to the 
Church of England's 
administrative 
headquarters, the shop 
holds stocks of official 
Church of England 
publications, yet combines 
this with being an 
interdenominational 
Christian bookshop with a 
very wide range of stock. 
One of its key areas is its 
academic theology section, 
but it also has a 



Caine Christian 
Booksho p 

16 Phelps Parade, Caine, Wilts SN11 OHA 

Su p p liers of : 

• Christian Books • Bibles 

• Hymn Books 

• Sunday School Teaching Aids 
• Sunday School Prizes 

• Scripture Greeting Cards 
• Records • Cassettes & CD's 

* Posters * Videos 

Mothering Sunday & Easter Cards 

- NOW AVAILABLE - 

Church Bookstalls and Book agents welcome 

Tel: 01249 760398 

Op ening Hours: 

Tues: 9.45 - 1.30, Wed: 9.45 - 1.30, 
Thurs: 9.45 - 1.30, Fri: 9.45 - 1.30, 

Sat: 10.00 - 12.30 
Registered Chanty No. 298889 



KEITH JONES 

CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOP 

2 Hinton Road, Bournemouth 

Tel: 01202 292272 

Oasis Books, 2 Park Road, Yeovil 

Tel: 01935 426253 

ON-LINE www.keithiones.co.uk 




THE PARISH NOTES 1948-1982 

REV. OLIVER WILLMOTT 
Vol 1 Yours Reverently 1948-1953 
Vol 2 The Parson Knows 1953-1968 
Vol 3 The Vicar Calls 1968-1982 



£11 each inc. p&p or £25 The Set inc. p&p 



- New Release - 



Women who Knew Jesus - Jean McCartney 

The simple but powerful story of the New Testament, 
from the point of view of 14 women including Jean 
(£4.95) £6.00 inc p&p. 



Bishop Street Press, 8 Bishop Street, 
Shrewsbury SY2 5HA. 

Tel: 01743 343718 E-mail: mcbwillmott@lineone.net 



The Church House Bookshop 




log on browse ft buy) 

at our online J 
Christian books! 



CHURCH HOUSE 

BOOKSHOP 



www.chbookshop.co.uk 



Church House Bookshop, the 
official bookshop of the Church 
Of England, is one of the UK’s 
leading Christian bookshops. 

It has grown rapidly over the 
past seven years, developing its 



mail order department and 
online shop, which run from the 
same premises as the shop floor. 
The range of stock is 
interdenominational, but 
specialises in academic theology, 
Church House Publishing titles, 



Synod documents and church 
music(cds/cassettes). While we 
are expected to run as a 
business, we also strongly affirm 
the ministry side of the work and 
see a key role in helping those in 
local churches to effectively 

fulfil their ministries, 
while also 
encouraging the 
mission and outreach 
of the church. 

Only one church- 
goer in ten goes into 
their local Christian 
bookshop, assuming 
that they actually 
live near one. 



This was one of the 
key reasons for us 
opening our online 
shop, so we invite 
and encourage you 
to visit our site to 
browse and buy! 



considerable stock of 
church music cds/cassettes 
which is attracting a 
growing clientele. 
Customers do not have to 
come to London to access 
this material - the online, 
secure ordering bookshop 
is now in its 5th year of 
trading and continues to 
attract new customers 
from all over the world. 
Visit 

www.ehbookshop.co.uk 
and see for yourself! 

So far this year, the best 
selling titles for us have 
been a range of books 
written by Rowan Williams. 
Our current book of the 
month is Christ On Trial, 
which provides a firm 
restatement of the Easter 
message. Other titles 
include Lost Icons, Open To 
Judgement and 
Resurrection. And there are 
more !! 

If you do not have access 
to the Internet, there is 
always our Mail Order 
department, based at the 
same premises. Phone: 020 
7898 1300 and speak to 
one of our trained and 
knowledgeable staff, who 
will be only too pleased to 
help you find what you 
require. Again, if you 
require bookstalls for 
conferences, we are able to 
send you via courier the 
titles you request, provided 



that you give us sufficient 
notice. Discounts are 
available on bulk purchases 
of books, hymn books and 
Bibles.Our hope and aim is 
to provide support through 
books to lay and ordained 
people engaged in the 
ministry of the church, 
both in this country and 
overseas. We look forward 
to hearing from some of 
you. 

Mark Clifford - 
Retail Co-ordinator 

Now back 
injirinl! 

The popular 
Confirmation 
Booklet 

‘Notebook for 
New Christians' 

by John Andrews 

Re-issued with a new 
Foreword by the 
Bishop of Sherborne 

The 'Church Times' 
reviewer of the original 
edition called It 
'outstandingly good'. 

£3.50 from Salisbury 
SPCK and Wells 
Cathedral bookshop, 
or £4.00 by post from 
the author at: 

6 Kennington Sq, 
Wareham BH20 4JR. 



Books Wanted 

Good prices paid for Theological 
and other Libraries (not paperbacks). 

- John Thornton will visit - 
Contact: Mr John Thornton, 455 Fulham Road, 
London SW 10 9 UZ. 

Tel: 020 7352 8810 



4^ 
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ART & CRAFT SHOP 



Christian Bookshop Dept. 



Bibles : Cards : Books : (lifts 
Music Books : Church & Candles 
Leading Bible Reading Notes 
Sunday School Aids 
House Group Studies 






27 High Street, Dorchester DTI 1UP 
Tel: 01305 264449 Fax: 01305 250675 






Acorns Christian Resources 
Church Supplies 

Christian Books, Music 
Cards 8 Gifts For All Ages 
Churches, Schools, 

Nurseries etc 
Mon - Fri 9.30 - 4.30 
Sat 9.30-1 pm 
Tel: 01278 453045 
67-69 High Street, 

Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 
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BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming garden 
cottage. Nr sea. 
Peaceful, warm welcome. 

Non smoking. 

Sorry No Children or Pets. 
Parking available. 

Tel: 01202 762532 



CBriiiany 

Character House 

3 bedrooms, large garden 
overlooking fields. Near 
quiet unspoilt natural 
beautiful beaches. 

Tel: 0117 942 7440 or 
0033 298 091508 



HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION IN 

WMI3RIA, CENTRAL ITALY 

Newly restored double bedroom flat available year round, 
open fire and central heating. Rural location with excellent 
local amenities, beautiful scenery. New swimming pool. 
Also 3 bed former farmhouse for selected summer weeks. 

Details from: 0117 986 317 0 

or Email: jfurber@myrealbox.com 



To Rent 

MARBELLA/ALOHA 

Two bedroom, two bathroom 
apartment. Overlooking golf 
course. Communal gardens, large 
pool, tennis, squash, parking. Five 
minutes to Puerto/Banus beach. 
For more information: 

Tel/Fax: 01865 712431 

Email: annabellep@onetel.net.uk 



LONDON 

HAMMERSMITH. NICE BAB. 

Comfortable central family home, 

ideal base for sightseeing holidays, 
business events, exhibitions. 
Direct line to all attractions & 
airports. Double/twin/triple 
£24 pppn. Single £34. 
Childrens reductions. 

Tel. (OXO) 73*5 4904 
www.thewaytostay.co.uk 



SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAy 

Watchet 
Caravans & Chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Half price for senior 
citizens. 

Early & late Season 

Tel: 01984 631781 



riciumfiQ Somme! 



Bed & Breakfast in large 
farmhouse - Rural setting 
- Close to Longleat & all 
amenities and attractions. 
Caravan & tent site available 



Tel: 01373 432933 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 
Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: aprllcottage.guesthouse@tesco.net 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
NON SMOKING 



ALGARVE I Dublin 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



City Centre 



Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 

Email: parkway§eircom.net 



CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



MINMORE FARM 
COTTAGES 

4 Star accommodation 
with beautiful scenery 
of the Wicklow hills 
in Ireland. 

Tel: 00353 55 29242 

Email: cwt@eircom.net 



BRITTANY 

Central Morbihan 

2 lovely adjacent stone 
cottages with pool. 

1 sleeps 4-6, other sleeps 4. 

£250 - £475 per week. 

Tel: 01481 266599 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & holidays. 
Our cottages are comfortable, warm, 
cosy and loved. 

See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 



SHROPSHIRE 

SIRETTON HILLS 

Cosy cottages, fully equipped. 
Linen provided. Panoramic 
views. Dogs welcome. 
For brochure Tel: 

01694 722869 



CORNWALL 

PORTHLEVEN 

(nr) Bungalows 

Friendly, quiet, secluded. 
Open all year. Short 
breaks. Pets welcome, 
own exercise field. 

Tel: 01736 763466 



English Riviera 

BARGAIN 

TORQUAY 3 DAY BREAK 
FROM £59 

DBB AT WATERS EDGE HOTEL 
RIGHT ON THE SEA FRONT 
MARCH -3 NIGHTS £69 DBB 
APRIL -3 NIGHTS £69 DBB 

50 en-suite bedrooms 
NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT 
& CAR PARK 

Tel: 01803 293 876 

www. waters-edge-hotelco. uk 



mm 



Porth. Superb holiday 
cottages in secluded 
valley close to beaches 
and attractions. Sleeping 
2-12. Available all year. 

Tel/ Fax: 01637 854215 
. [ml: BerliisnculR@liinK.iel. 



BR1DPORT 

Beautiful Jurassic 
Dorset Coast 

En-suite B&B. £15-00 
pppn. Evening meal 
available if required. 

Tel: 01308 458867 



RIBBLI VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 

Tel: 01200 445370 

piiko@hi 3 her 3 iiis.co.uk 

www.hi 3 her 3 iiis.co.uk 
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vJV_L^V_y! I nouaou Lodges 

Set in 12 acres of private woodland, 
overlooking cove and harbour. 

Well equipped lodges, full facilities, colour TV etc, 
children's play areas, indoor/ outdoor pools, 
spa, sauna and terrace. Bar/ restaurant. 

Pets welcome. 

New Amberwood lodges are wheelchair friendly. 

Telephone: 01271 865361 

Website: www.watermouth.co.uk 



Devon Farm Cottage 

by Tamar opposite Calstock 

Sleeps 5/6. Big garden. 
Fabulous quiet situation. 
Train accessible. Carless 
walks. £140-£250 per week. 

0117-9245464 

vww.nilris.x.ik/Wjni/ntt 4 eltil 



HOLIDAY BUNGALOW 
Near USKEARD 

Sleeps 4 (One double, one 
twin). Well equipped and 
furnished. Very quiet location. 
Close to many attractions 
including the Eden Project. 
Available March - December 
Further details and rates from: 
E-mail: andykent@lineone.net 
Website: www.streamside.biz 

TeL& Fax 01929 471079 



A HOLIDAY MADE FOR YOU!! 



Merton House Hotel is a special 
hotel catering for the elderly and 
people with disabilities. 

Situated in the historic market 
town of Ross-on-Wye, 
Herefordshire, Merton House has 
a beautiful location overlooking 
the River Wye and across to the 
Black Mountains of Wales. 




Enjoy our amazing Special Offer Holidays during the months of 

February, March and April 

OUR SPECIAL PRICE STARTS AT ONLY: 

£120.00 PER PERSON IN FEBRUARY - 

In a singe or twin room - Call for our March and April Prices 

All holidays are half-board and include a free trip in our specially adapted 
mini-bus. Entertainment four nights of the week in our newly refurbished 
sun lounge and additional sight-seeing trips as requested. 

Don 't delay - book as soon as possible as only a limited 
number of rooms available. 

TO BOOK - TELEPHONE THE HOTEL ON: 

01989 563252 



CHRISTIAN 

HOLIDAY 

CENTRE 

Nr. Honlton, Devon 

6 self-catering cottages 
from 6 bedrooms 
to 2 bedrooms 
Within easy reach of 
Sea & Moors. 
Phone for brochure 

01404 841238 



please ring Sue WHame <aru 
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MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us 
on our converted 
8-passenger barge MERGANSER in Holland, 
Belgium or France in 2003. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, wonderful 
food, and interesting conducted tours. 
Single travellers always welcome and no 
supplements. Special rates available for 
parties of 6 or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE. 
1 PORT HILL HERTFORD SG14 1PJ 

Tel: 01992 550616 

Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 



Mid Cornwall 

Self-Caterins 

Lodses/Caravans 

Beautiful rural woodland setting 

No Bar, No Disco, No Bingo 

Tel: 01208 831395 

www.self-caterins-ruthem.Co.crfc 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

2 bedroom villas (sleeps up to six) 
Own garden, patio & roof terrace, 
BBQ, full kitchen facilities. Flat levei 
complex, ideal for wheelchair users - 
large pool. Quiet location. From £3QQ 
per week -all dates available. 
Phone Bill for further details on 

01454 260619 or visit 

wvrw.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleeps 4-6, 
heated covered pool. 
Games Room. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 



CBriffani/ 

Pont Aven 

Beautiful 2 bedroom town 
apartments, garden, newly 
refurbished, near beaches, 
pretty walks. 

Tel: 0117 942 7440 or 
0033 298 091508 



DORSET 

Jurassic Coast 

Harbour-side Apartment 
at West Bay. Sleeps 4. 

Beautiful views. 
Great walking country. 
Many beaches nearby. 
For brochure call: 

01308 424631 



CORNWALL 

Cawsand Water Front 

Maisonette in small fishing 
village. Sleeps 2. 

Telephone: 

01752 823104 



Tuscany - Gaifagnana 

Delightfully restored Cl 5 
house, two bedrooms, in 
small mountain village. 
Superb views from upper 
and lower loggia. Glorious 
walking country. 
Available June - October 

Tel: 01379 677 230 



Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 



PEMBROKESHIRE COAST 

National Park 

Luxury Four Star 
self-catering 
accommodation. 

- Also 3 Star Hotel - 

inetart lei 01239 820343 

Email:info@gellifawr.co.uk 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8 / 1 0 , own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01865 326776 



Merton House Holiday Hotel 

- the holiday hotel for disabled and elderly frail people 



Merton House Hotel is at 
the heart of some of the 
most beautiful touring 
country in Britain. 
Disabled drivers or people 
with elderly, frail passen- 
gers find it an ideal base 
with every facility likely 
to be required. 

It has its own large car park 
on the same level as the hotel 
entrance, and knowledgeable 
and helpful staff. 

• Beautiful Georgian house, 
specially adapted for your 
holiday. 

• Historic market town easily 
reached from th£ motorway 
network. 

• Lovely views across 
Herefordshire to the Welsh 
Mountains. 

• Bright, airy Sun Lounge and 
large garden overlooking the 
River Wye. 

• Open all year round with 
special rates for your ’quiet 
season’ break. 

• Staff understand the needs 
of their guests, and are cho- 
sen for their earing skills and 
experience. 

The charming and comfort- 
able building goes back to 
early Georgian times when it 
is one of the grand private 
houses of our beautiful town. 
Lord Nelson and Lady 
Hamilton visited Ross on July 
25 1802 and spent some time 
examining the pleasure 
grounds of William Hooper, 



IU 




Sleeps 5-6. Short or 
long breaks. 

Very reasonable rates 

Tel: 01344 779452 



HuntsmiH Holidatfs\ 

Self Catering Cottages | 
& B&B Accommodation 

Lovely views over open countryside in 



and the Cotswolds. Contact Fiona Hilsdon 

TeV fax: 01280 704852 

www.huntsmill.com 



CPort 7)e r PolIensci 
Jltajorca 

Attractive, ? bedroom, 
ground floor apartment. 
Private garden, quiet area. 
200m to sea/ bus stops, 30 
min walk to main promenade. 
Available from end April. 

Tel: 01373 812245 



OXFORD It&B 

Charming and peaceful 
accommodation 
within the town. 
£52 per double, 
per night. 



A Home from Home 



Telephone : 

01865 770501 



ViCta l&itma 5 Florida, OverCooking Orange Qrove 

4-bed, 2 bath, 2 living areas, 
dining area, fully fitted kitchen. 
Private screened swimming pooi 
and well equipped games room 
Mins from Disney Parks. 

Book for 2004 before July 2003 to receive 1 weeks free pool 
heating on bookings of 2 or more weeks (ref: cross 1). 

Call: 01527 545772 or zuzinu.mylionm2rmt.com for brochure 




who owned the house at the 
time. 

It first became a hotel 50 
years ago and was subse- 
quently listed as a building of 
special architectural or his- 
toric interest. It was acquired 
for its present purposes in 
1967 by the Rotary Club of 
Birmingham. Now it has been 
extensively adapted and 
extended to provide first class 
holidays for people of all 
ages who have difficulty get- 
ting about and for the elderly 
frail. 

Merton House takes pride in 
the traditional fare served in 
our charming dining room: 
full cooked breakfast, two or 
three-course lunch and 
evening tea all await you. If 
you wish you can also have 
morning coffee or afternoon 
tea in either of the TV 
lounges or the glorious Sun 
Lounge, a drink in the well 
stocked bar and a hot drink 
at bedtime. 

Merton House is centrally- 
heated throughout and all 
the rooms are warm and 



comfortable. Wheelchairs 
have access to all parts and 
their is a specially-designed 
lift. All rooms have their own 
ensuite facilities, and some 
are conveniently situated on 
the ground floor. In addition, 
there are special bathing, 
shower and toilet facilities 
throughout the hotel, with 
easy access for wheelchairs 
and frames, and all manner 
of items you may find help- 
ful. 

You can be sure of a wonder- 
ful, well cared for holiday at 
Merton House, a town-and- 
country hotel imaginatively 
adapted with you in mind. 

We also provide every oppor- 
tunity for guests to enjoy 
each others’ company if they 
wish; there are free organised 
excursions and entertainment 
as well as shopping, reading, 
chatting or even snoozing in 
the Sun Lounge. 

Merton House Hotel, Edde 
Cross Street, Ross-on-Wye, 
Herefordshire HR9 7BZ. 
Telephone: 01989 563252 
Registered charity No. 277171 



Peace in rural France 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside house 
in a charming village near Saumur is 
simply furnished, but comfortable. You 
can fish from the garden and good food, 
swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are close at hand. It is available 
from May to October and sleeps six plus; from £200 per week 
but reductions are possible especially for those in ministry. 
Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 0976 438336 day. 




Please mention 



the Door 

when replying to 
advertisements 



BEST VALUE 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Church Magazine Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Only £89.95 per couple in Europe - Max Age 75 yrs 
Only £129.95 per couple Worldwide - Max Age 75 yrs 

SINGLE TRIP INSURANCE 

2 weeks Europe - £18.95 per pe rson 

SPECIAL OFFER 

Europe - 1 month £22.95 

2 months £49.95 

3 months £69.95 
Call For Details 

0116 272 0500 

Real People... not machines!! .^5 





WWW.MEDINAVALLEyCENtftEOftG.UIC 
01983 522195 ^ * • 
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HOLIDAY 

jpesiderffial & non-re sidehtiaT 



- RY A sailing courses - beginners to instructor 

- BCU canoe courses - learn to paddle and 
explore the Island's unique rivers A creeks 

- combine sailing, canoeing A walking 

- relax by the river Medina 



Individuals & Families 
Church Groups 
Youth Groups 
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TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



Advertising 



Hearing Dogs for Deaf People 



Hearing Dogs for Deaf People is a 
registered charity which selects and 
trains dogs to respond to specific 
sounds which hearing people often 
take for granted, such as the alarm 
clock, doorbell, baby cry, telephone 
and smoke alarm. 

Instead of barking, the dogs alert the deaf 
person by touch, using a paw to gain 
attention and then leading them back to the 
sound source. For sounds such as the 
smoke alarm and fire alarm, the dogs will lie 
down to indicate danger. 

The practical value is obvious, but the 
therapeutic value should not be 
underestimated. Among reported benefits, 
many recipients find their increased 



Wedding S talioneir 

www.wedidin^-stationery.com 

Peatu rin g^sketc Ivof your ekurck on all your 
items of stationery. We 
can supply stationery 
from most kigk street 
alkums witk your 
sketck on tke insert. 



Wedding Invitation 



rXmi*U snd'\m 



:>v.< 



Visit our website 
or contact us for fuff 
details and free samples 
Stationery Ltd 
Ty-rkiw, Taffs Well 
Soutk Wales CF15 7RZ 



Tel: +44 (0)292081 1024 Fax: +44 (0)29 2081 3361 

e-mail: dorotliy@we<l<ling-8tationery.com 



rs of Sutton SJJ B 



Martin, Lynne & Kevin Shingler 



Unit 4, Morgan’s 
Business Park, 
Betty’s Lane 
Norton Canes 
Cannock, Staffs 
WS11 3UU 



Contact us for all your 

s 



%(tar 'Breads 



LpaschaH 

Candles 



FREEPOST SOS CHURCH SUPPLIES 
FREEFax 0800 3583173 

E Mail: sates@soschurchsupplies.co.uk 
Website: www.soschurchsupplies. co. uk 



Advertisement 

Feature 



"I knew a hearing 
dog would make a 
difference to my life, 
but I could never 
have 

envisaged just how 
much. I am forever 
grateful to the kind 
person who made a 
bequest in her will to 
fund Ceri's training - 
it was truly the most 
precious gift." 

Recipient Barbara 
Bird says of her 
hearing dog, Ceri 

confidence and independence encourages 
them to go out and participate in activities 
that they previously avoided. 

Most dogs are chosen from rescue centres, 
giving unwanted dogs useful and happy lives 
to the benefit of deaf people. The size and 
breed of dog is usually unimportant but 
every dog selected must be between seven 
weeks and three years old with an excellent 
temperament and a willingness to please. 

Dog breeders and members of the public 
also donate young dogs to the Charity. 

The Charity has placed over 900 hearing 
dogs around the country since its inception 
in 1982 and has three training centres in the 
UK. Since the Charity receives no 
government or Lottery funding, and relies 
solely on donations from the general public, 



Books & Bible Study Booklets 

The Open Bible Trust 

has over 100 titles, including short 
commentaries for individual use and 
question/ answer booklets for housegroups. 

Send for a full catalogue and free samples of 
Search magazine and a study booklet to: 

The Open Bible Trust (Dept, C), 
Bethany, Tresta, Shetland ZE2 9LT 

Tel: 01595 810434 

E-mail: openbible.trust@zetnet.co.uk 



The Oxfordshire Youth Mentoring Scheme 

YOU'RE IN DEMAND! 

We have a shortage of mentors across Oxfordshire 
especially from the Black and Asian communities. 

Could you spare some freetime to make a 
difference to a young persons life? 

Could you help to guide, advise and 
support a person? 

We need people like you - to make a difference to 
difficult to reach young people in Oxfordshire! 
We will train you through an Open College Network 
course, and equip you ready for the challenge. 

We'll support you throughout. 

Mentoring has a major role to play with young 
people struggling to become accepted members 
of their community. 

For more information call 01865 848181 



Launde A bbe 



Letcesren Diocesan 
Remear House and 
Confenence Cemne 

FEBRUARY 

10th - Launde Stretchers' Quiet Day - open to anyone 
interested in supporting Launde by their prayers. 
Led by the Warden. 

MARCH 

3rd - Friends of Launde Quiet day - open to all. 
Led by the Warden. 

10th - 13th - A Lent Retreat’ - led by the Warden. 

APRIL 

14th - 17th - The Holy Week Retreat. 

Led by the Warden. 

18th - "Good Friday Club' - a family day. with all age 
teaching, activities & worship. 

Karen Thomas 9 Launde Abbey team. 

22nd - 27th - Post Easter Break for Families - 
especially designed for clergy families. 

Launde Abbey team to support. 

Tel: 01572 717254 Fax: 01572 717454 

E-mail : laundeabbey@leicester.anglican.org 
www.launde.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 249100 



each dog has to be sponsored by a group, 
company or individual. £5,000 covers the 
cost of sponsoring a hearing dog's training 
and ongoing aftercare - which can be broken 
into two parts of £2,500. 

If you would like to apply for a hearing dog, 
sponsor a dog, volunteer to help or for more 
information about the Charity r please 
telephone 01844 348100 
email info@hearing-dogs.co.uk or visit our 
website - www.hearing-dogs.co.uk. 
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Welt motivated individuals who would like 
a simple part-time business. 

If you are honest & ethical and would like 
to earn lk - 20 k per month full or part-time 

WITH ON-GOING TRAINING & SUPPORT 
TO ENSURE YOU SUCCEED 

RING CHRIS ON: 01380 860583 
Mobile: 07970 717110 

www.lcfgroup.net 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

► Economy dentures for senior citizens 

* Delicate chrome plates 

* Comfortable soft linings 

* Evening appointments 

► For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

jjjjjj jj • Quality Porcelain Teeth 



Available 
• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM. ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 



SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

Including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

Telephone: 01332 347478 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 
fsiltd@aol.com 



Ladies , do you have to change your bedding during the 
night because of night time sweats or incontinence? 

You need the sheet protector that goes on top of your bottom 
sheet, stops wetness from seeping into the sheet & mattress. No 
ties, no plastic. Comfortable to use & easy to machine wash. Soft 
quilted cotton/poly surface, absorbent inner layer & 100% 
waterproof barrier with non-slip backing. Replace with a fresh one 
in seconds. Also suitable for children. 

Single size approx 30" x 33" £19 - buy 2 for £34 - save £4 

Double size approx 52" x 34" £39 - buy 2 for £74 - save £4 
Post: Wei ICare 7, Monmouth Place, Bath BA1 2AU 
Call free: 0808 100 3133 Mon / Fri 8.30am to 4.45pm 
Please make cheques or postal orders payable to "WellCare” 

Full money back guarantee if returned unopened within 28 days. 



Are Proud to produce the above titles on behalf of the respective Diocese 

To Advertise Telephone: 01527 892945 

Fax: 01527 892152 

Emai l: cross, pu blications@ vi rgi n . net 

The Old Bakehouse, 1242A Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, Redditch, Worcs B96 6AA 
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The Oxfordshire Youth Mentoring Scheme 

YOU'RE IN DEMAND! 

We have a shortage of mentors across Oxfordshire 
especially from the Black and Asian communities. 

Could you spare some freetime to make a 
difference to a young persons life? 

Could you help to guide, advise and 
support a person? 

We need people like you - to make a difference to 
difficult to reach young people in Oxfordshire! 
We will train you through an Open College Network 
course, and equip you ready for the challenge. 

We'll support you throughout. 

Mentoring has a major role to play with young 
people struggling to become accepted members 
of their community. 

For more information call 01865 848181 




Independence & Security at Lincombe Lodge 



LINCOMBE Lodge offers a unique 
combination of security and 
independence for the retired. 

Quite unlike other retirement homes or 
sheltered accommodation, the aim of 
Lincombe Lodge provide for its 
residents anything from complete 
independence to 24-hours a day nursing 




have their household chores done. 

But whatever help one wants - or none 
at all - peace of mind is guaranteed with 



The 
Walk in Bath 
Company 

THE LUXOR Full Length Bath 

• with a door 

• with a motorised seat 

• with touch button taps 

See before 
you buy! 

Call 

0800 919749 

For a FREE colour brochure 
or home demonstration 



The Walk in Bath Company 

20/21 The Brambles Waterberry Drive Watorlooville Hampshire P07 7TH 
email: questions@wibco.com 




care - according to the residents’ wishes staff on call 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
and not to the convenience of the staff. 

And as the tenants actually own their 
flats, security of tenure is guaranteed. 

Some opt to live as they would in a 
normal home, which the structure of the 
building allows with separate entrances; 
others have meals made for them or 




To see what makes our care special, 
visit us at home. 

HARNHAM CROFT 
NURSING HOME 

76 Harnham Road, Salisbury . 

Wiltshire SP2 8JN BUPAJ U 

Care Homes 



Tel: 01722 327623 



year. 

Not only will Lincombe Lodge celebrate 
its 18th birthday this year, it would also 
be fair to say that from the outset it was 
ahead of of its time. 

Every thought has been given to making 
sure that the house and the spacious 
gardens in which it is set are fully 
accessible to all - including the 
wheelchair-bound. 

The complex comprises six luxuriously 
appointed flats designed by the award 
winning architects Oxford Architects 
Partnership. It has been fashioned from 
a large, mainly early 20th century house 
set in the exclusive environs of Boars 
Hill. The idea for Lincombe Lodge was 



Ladies, do you have to change your bedding during the 
| night because of night time sweats or incontinence? 

You need the sheet protector that goes on top of your bottom 
sheet, stops wetness from seeping into the sheet & mattress. No 
ties, no plastic. Comfortable to use & easy to machine wash. Soft 
quilted cotton/poly surface, absorbent inner layer & 100% 
waterproof barrier with non-slip backing. Replace with a fresh one 
in seconds. Also suitable for children. 

Single size approx 30” x 33” £19 - buy 2 for £34 - save £4 
Double size approx 52” x 34” £39 - buy 2 for £74 - save £4 
Post: WellCare 7, Monmouth Place, Bath BA1 2AU 
Call free: 0808 100 3133 Mon / Fri 8.30am to 4.45pm 
Please make cheques or postal orders payable to “WellCare” 

Full money back guarantee if returned unopened within 28 days. 



please ring Sue WiKams on: 

Fax: 01527 892152 

iHHit {TtSSJlWMlB5@lifiitrt 



ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, contact: 
GEORGE TUTHILL 

who will be pleased to show you around. 

T^ardington Near Banbury, 

^?^OUSE Oxon 0X17 1SD 

NURSING HOME Telephone: (01295) 750513 






A 



A Quality Retirement Residence 




Located on the edge of Charminster, one mile from Dorchester, this fully 
modernised home stands in 2'/2 acres of beautiful gardens with rural views. The 
Manor provides quality living in a comfortable and caring environment for 
elderly people whom cannot or choose not to fend for themselves. There is 24 
hour staffing, nurse call system and all rooms en-suite. A high standard of food 
is a speciality of the Manor with many guests dining with relatives and friends. 
In the grounds are two sheltered accommodation suites with full “hotel” services 
provided by the Manor for the more independent. 

Due to demand the Manor’s accommodation was recently extended with 8 
more ground floor en suite residential rooms and 5 assisted living suites. All 
with garden views and fully registered for care. Additionally a new sun 
lounge and conservatory were added together with l h mile of garden paths. 

If you wish to check for vacancies, or would like to receive a brochure 
or visit, please contact: 

Sandra & Keith Shaw 

Wolfeton Manor, Charminster, Dorset DT2 9QL 

Tel: 01305 262340 Fax: 01305 257915 

l E mail: - shaw.wolfeton@tesco.net. j 



Sheltered Housing at 
West Court Banbury 



West Court is a friendly, modem development of one 
bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older 
men and women and within walking distance from a variety 
of amenities. Each flat is centrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and bedroom and is suitable for a single person. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Association, and a Manager 
provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergency call system 
outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 
older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 
environment will meet their future needs. 

Facilities include a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. 

For more information please contact the scheme manager on: 01 295 258859 ^ ^ 

45 West Street Banbury Oxon 0X16 3RA H OUSin g 

Company Limited by Guarantee - 4043124 Registered as a Charity - No 1083995 * 

Methodist Homes for the Aged is part of MHA Care Group 



Association 



Betterfit 

Comfort Footwear 

WIDE FITTING FOOTWEAR MADE TO FIT 
PEOPLE WITH PROBLEM FEET 




STOCK RANGE + SPECIAL FITTING 
ODD SIZES + 1/2 PAIRS AVAILABLE 
WASHABLE TEXTILES AND SOFT LEATHERS 
LIGHTWEIGHT HARD WEARING 
INDOOR/OUTDOOR SOLES 

BROCHURE AVAILABLE 

Made in our factory in Derbyshire 

SUPPLIERS TO NHS TRUST AND CHIROPODISTS 

Tel/ Fax: 01530 270375 

1 1 Ashby Road, Measham, 
Swadlincote, Derbyshire DE12 7JR. 



born when its founder Maurice 
Fitzmaurice needed to find somewhere 
to look after his own father. 

He said: “I wanted to find somewhere 
where he could live his own style of 
independent life with whatever help he 
needed - available when he needed it - 
without having to lose his personal 
identity and individuality, and we found it 
just didn't exist. 

“Then some years later the opportunity 
came and we set about planning 
Lincombe Lodge.” 

The values that originally inspired 
Lincombe Lodge - dignity, comfort and 
security - remain as strong today as 
they did 17 years ago. 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

Economy dentures for senior citizens 
Delicate chrome plates 
Comfortable soft linings 
Evening appointments 
For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 






► Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 



Is), 



yn 



cfham — 
Jlouse 



Wyndham Housing Association 
provides sheltered accommodation 
in central North Oxford. We offer 
self contained one-bedroom flats, 
central heating, laundry room, guest 
rooms, pleasant courtyard gardens 
and 24 hour warden service. Two 
meals a day will also be served to 
each flat. The flats are available for 
sale or rent. 




Tel: 01865 511239 

For further information please contact: 

The Administrator, Wyndham House, 
Plantation Road, Oxford 0X2 6JJ 
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The emergence of a truly quality residential home 



Sandra and Keith Shaw purchased Wolfeton 
Manor, a residential home in Charminster, near 
Dorchester in 1997. Sandra was previously in 
hotel management and Keith had been general 
manager for several projects abroad. 

To raise the standard of the home, they immediately 
embarked on the urgent task of improving the quali- 
ty of care and catering. Also when bedrooms 
became available and in addition to full redecora- 
tion, total refurbishment was undertaken incorporat- 
ing en-suite facilities, new curtains, carpets, furniture 
etc. 

Gradually more and more people choose to come to 
the Manor with ever increasing waiting lists. This 




BUTLIN HOUSE 
BLETCHLEY 
NURSING AND 
RESIDENTIAL HOME 

Run by Printers’ Charitable Corporation 

Vacancies for retired printers and their close 
relatives, also others with funding. 

24 hour nursing care, all rooms en-suite 
facilities. Communal lounge and dining room. 
To arrange appointment and receive brochure 

please phone 01908 376049 

Reg Charity No. 208882 
www.printerscharitablecorporation.co.uk 
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f j&h&y' 

A careful blend of Manuka Honey 
& Bee Venom 

The healing properties of the Manuka Tree have 
long been part of New Zealand folklore and recent 
scientific and medical evidence supports this. 
The benefits of Bee Venom have long been known 
- and bee venom therapy is still used today to ease 
the pain of Arthritis, Bursitis and Tendonitis. 
Recent clinical trials conducted in New Zealand 
found that two thirds of patients suffering from 
Arthritis had significant pain relief and increased 
mobility after using Nectar Ease™. 

Now also available is Nectar Ease™ Plus, 
incorporating Glucosamine Sulphate. 

For a free information pack 

Freephone: 0800 783 0942 

Or write to: Nectar Ease UK Ltd 
1 Bradfield Road, Field End Road, 
South Ruislip HA4 ONU 




Could you take a puppy or young dog like 
these into your home for a few months? 
Could you teach him basic obedience and 
introduce him to new experiences and 
people? 

Could you then hand him back for training 
as a hearing dog? 

If so . . . we'd like to hear from you! 

Call us now on 01844 348100 



Hearing Dogs 

for Deaf People 




The Grange, Wycombe Road 
Saunderfon, Princes Risborough 
Bucks HP27 9NS 

T 01844 348100 (voice 6 mimcom) 
E info@hearing-dogs.co.uk 
www.hearing-dogs.co.uk 

RegotereO Chanty No mx* (Cngland) 



indicated that extensions to the beautiful 1897 prop- 
erty were not only required but should be brought 
forward from idea to actual construction. 
Subsequently in August 1999, planning permission 
was obtained to extend the Manor by two new 
ground floor wings, additional communal areas and 
other necessary internal changes. 

Work started initially by adding a 7-person lift in 
what was the rear courtyard of the Manor. 
Incorporated into this area were also new staff and 
central services. In August 2000, work commenced 
on the accommodation wings, but it was not a pro- 
pitious time to start a major construction because 
that autumn became the wettest for over 200 years! 
However, all work was finally completed in 
December 2001, but a year later than scheduled. 

The new extensions raised the Manor's capacity from 
18 to 31 with provision to accommodate three cou- 
ples if required. The new north wing has eight en- 
suite residential rooms for those who require varying 



‘Santiett’* 

— Residential Home 
Magnificent country house set in 
18 acres of tranquil parkland with 
superb views of the Chiltem Hills. 

Care staff trained to provide discrete support 
and assistance, in a friendly and homely 
atmosphere. 

Portway Road, Stone, Aylesbury, Bucks. 

Contact Matron: 01296 747000 

Fax: 01296 747740 



ENJOY 

YOUR 

BATH 

AGAIN 

Find out why 
over 30,000 
people chose 
Bathability 

Telephone: 

01202 

735999 



Enjoy your bath 
again with the 
Bathability 
Bath Seat: 




No need to climb in 



No Connections , 
Portable, 

Safe, ^ 
Affordable, 
Reliable . 

Over 

30,000 sold 




Lowers you down 




Warren Hooker Rehab 2001 Ltd. 

68 Old Wareham Road, Parkstone, 
Poole, Dorset BH12 4QR 
Tel: 01202 735999 Fax: 01202 737333 




"I knew o hearing dog would 
make a difference to my life, 
but I could never hove 
envisaged just how much. 

I am forever groteful to the 
kind person who mode a 
bequest in her will to fund 
Ceri’s training - it was truly 
the most precious gift. " 

Recipient Barbara Bird says of 
her hearing dog, Ceri 

Did you know that over half a million people in the UK 
experience severe or profound hearing loss - and could 
potentially benefit from a hearing dog? 

Hearing Dogs for Deaf People is the only charity in the 
UK that trains dogs, mainly from rescue centres or 
similar, to alert deaf people to everyday household 
sounds such as the telephone or doorbell, and to 
danger signals like a smoke or fire alarm. 

The Charity has placed over 900 hearing dogs around 
the UK, and would like to help more deaf people 
experience the benefits of security, companionship and 
independence that hearing dogs bring their recipients. 
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People receives no government 
funding, and relies solely on support from the public 
through donations, dog sponsorships and legacies. 

Would you like to help make a difference to a deaf 
person's life? If so, contact us for more information on 
01844 348100 (voice & minicom) or visit our website 
WWW.hearing-dogS.CO.uk Advertisement Feature 



degrees of care. The new "L" shaped west wing 
consist’s of 5 suites of generous size each French 
doors to patio area, bedroom, en-suite shower room 
and large lounge with fully equipped mini kitchen. 
Also completed were new dining rooms, lounges 
and a sun lounge with level access to the gardens. 
The extra communal areas have shown to be a dis- 
tinct advantage for the regular evening entertain- 
ment functions. Ample space is now available for 
residents, friends and families to mingle and dine. 
One special feature has been the half mile of paths 
around the two and half acres of landscaped gar- 
dens which proved to be very popular with residents 
and guests. 

The upgrading of Wolfeton Manor's total facilities has 
been a huge success and has been to the benefit 
and enjoyment of the select residents residing in 
one of the leading residential homes in the South of 
England. The Door wishes Wolfeton Manor continued 
success. 



Are you getting older and Finding life a struggle? 
Are you finding cooking and shopping difficult? 
Would you feel more at ease with someone else 
with you in your home at night? 

You could have a carer in your own home, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, for a cost that 
compares well with residential care. 

For more details telephone us on: 

Tel: 01761 239029 

Oaklea, Holcombe Hill, Nr Bath BA3 5DD 



Are you suffering from: 
Aches, Pain, Stress, Depression 
or Fluid Retention? 



Marie-France Bewley 

MA (HONS), ITEC, MIIR, MIFA, MLD (UK) 



Why not try? 



O Aromatherapy 
O Massage 
O Reflexology 
O Manual Lymph 
Drainage (MLD) 



For more information, 
please contact: 

160 Oxford Road 
Abingdon 
OXON 0X14 2AF 

3* 01235 555932 
u 01865 558561 



www.mfbewley.org.uk 



rf EIGHTEEN YEARS OF ASSISTED INDEPENDENT LIVING^ 







T INCOMBE T ODGE 

Independence & Security 

Own private sheltered apartments 
in large colourful mature gardens 
24hr Warden on-site, optional meals, 
domestic & other help 



With no hint of institutional atmosphere 
you may live totally privately in your own 
apartment or call for any type of help 
as and when you want it, be that 
occasionally or all the time. 

Whatever your need, 24 hour caring 
helpers are dedicated to assisting you 
maintain your own individual way of life 
with dignity, comfort and security. 

Lincombe Lodge 
Boars Hill, Oxford 0X1 5DN 

01865 327422 



You've afways wanted to five in the 
nicest house in the neighbourhood... 




...Now you canl 

At The Hawthorns, we offer an independent lifestyle 
that's comfortable, beautiful, and has all the amenities 
you're looking for. Discover for yourself the attractive, 
gracious retirement lifestyle you've always wanted! 

For more information, call us today! 



18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, 
North Somerset, BS21 7EH 
Rviirtlttrat I Tel: (01275) 790060 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 
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Where have all our tweenagers gone? 

In the 1990's a thousand children aged 11 to 14 left church each week. Reaching and Keeping Tweenagers is a report of new research into the reasons 
why they left and what churches might do to reverse the trend. Jenny Hyson, Oxford Diocesan Children's Officer, writes: 



IN the 1990’s an average of 
one thousand children under 
the age of 15 left church each 
week. Most leave between the 
ages of ten and 14, the age 
group sometimes called the 
Tweenagers! 

• Why did they leave? 

• What turns them off 
church? 

• When do they make the 
decision to go and why do 
some stay? 

• What can churches do to 
effectively meet the needs 
of this valuable group? 

These are questions that are 
being asked by many who 
work with children today, 
who find that by the age of 
nine children are leaving 
Sunday groups maybe in 
favour of sporting activities or 
other attractions or maybe 
through boredom or in their 
eyes having ‘outgrown’ 
church. 

Organisations working with 
children and young people 
were so concerned about the 
statistics that they commis- 
sioned Christian Research to 
undertake a nationwide study, 
Reaching and Keeping 
Tweenagers. The results of 
the research makes for some 
interesting findings, that we 
cannot ignore! 



Nearly 2,000 tweenagers 
completed the survey som£ of 
whom had already left the 
church, some continued to 
attend, even if it was only to 
attend church based clubs and 
activities, some tweenagers 
questioned had never been to 
church. 



‘A quarter of Tweenagers 
who say they are Christians 
never go to church, but 91% 
of those who stopped going 
on Sunday still attend a 
church based youth activity. 
The top reason for not going 
to church is that they think it 
is boring (87%), but almost 
half (49%) don’t get up early 
enough on a Sunday morning 
anyway!’ 

In effect, most of them do not 
leave church, they leave 
Sunday School. This high- 
lights the need for good quali- 
ty provision for junior school 
age children both by churches 
and Christian organisations - 
almost certainly the critical 
factor in whether or not 
tweenagers will decide to 
leave. The challenge is for 
those in leadership to take a 
radical rethink about the 
resources, style of programme, 
and leadership involved with 
this important group. Too 




GOING WITHOUT The Youth Group of St Peter's and St. 
Luke's, Old Windsor, recently decided to raise money for the 
charity Shelter and the Old Windsor Day Centre. They are pic- 
tured here at their first fund raising event, a sponsored fast and 
sleep over. They slept in cardboard boxes with nothing to eat 
until breakfast the following day and raised about £400. 



often ‘Tweenagers’ particular- 
ly the 9 to ll’s are expected to 
share their time with the much 
younger children in the 
Sunday school, sometimes act- 
ing as helpers, following the 
same pattern of teaching and 
method that they have been 
following for the past four or 
five years. 

The research highlights that: 
‘Tweenagers’ key values focus 
around friends, family and 
fun. They would rather do 
leisure activities including 
going to church, with friends. 



Changing face of Christianity 

CHURCH TIMES I Seen this late h? 







William* 
interview ad 
page* 12-13 



The CHURCH TIMES, more 
than just the most reliable 
source of weekly church news 
for Anglicans, gives its 
readers in-depth coverage of 
the issues Christians need to 
engage with in politics, the 
faiths, international relations, 
the environment and 
development, contemporary 
thought and the arts 



PhttK 16 page* of book* for Christmas 



Clip the coupon or phone 01502 711171 
for a FREE SAMPLE copy 
Send to Church Times, 

FREEPOST LON 6705, London N1 0BR 

Visit our website: www.churchtimes.co.uk 

Please send me my FREE sample copy of Church Times 

Name 

Address 



Postcode Email . 
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89% trust their parents, but 
56% define family as any per- 
son or group whom you love 
or care about deeply, or who 
love or care about you deeply. 
Only 37% selected the more 
traditional definition ‘where 
all members of the family are 
related to each other by birth, 
adoption or marriage. 



Grandparents are also impor- 
tant, 3% of tweenagers having 
first been brought to church 
by them.’ 

The Revd David Coffey, 
General Secretary of the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain 
said, ‘The research is of great 
importance for our churches . 

. . as they seek ways in which 
they can reach and retain the 
young people in this key 
demographic group.’ 

The results of the research, 
Reaching and Keeping 
Tweenagers has been written 
by Dr Peter Brierley and pub- 
lished by Christian Research. 

It is accompanied by a free, 
practical workbook to help 
church leaders, children’s lead- 
ers* youth workers, parents 
and tweenagers themselves to 
address the issues. 

• The book and workbook 
together cost £9.99 and are 
available on the Christian 
Research webpage, online 
shop, under publications: 
www.christian-research.org.uk 

With thanks to Peter Brierley and 
Heather Wraight for letting us use 
material from the press release. 




Surprising art for 
Wycombe schools 

PUPILS from High Wycombe 
Church of England School 
were among 2000 children 
from primary schools in High 
Wycombe who saw SUR- 
PRISE, SURPRISE!, an exhi- 
bition of contemporary art 
curated by Cally Trench. 

The aim was introduce con- 
temporary art to the children 
in an exciting way so the 40 
works by 15 artists were cho- 
sen because they were ‘sur- 
prising’. The exhibition, 
which went to different 
schools, included a video of a 
melting tea set, sculptures 
made from cardigans, peep- 
hole boxes and a lucky dip. 

Surprise, Surprise! will be 
open to the public at at 
Wycombe Museum, Priory 
Avenue, H igh Wycombe, from 
19 April to 29 June 2003. 




J I Eco-friendly school 



PUPILS from St Augustine's 
Combined Roman Catholic/Anglican 
school in Oxford were the proud 
winners of this year's Evans 
Sustainable Design Award w : th 
their winning 'all-in-one' home recy- 
cling unit The picture shows John 
Bungay presenting the award to 
Laim McDonagh and Allen 
Fatimaharan at the school. 







Preparing for the Lenten fast by our cookery writer Ann Way 

Mackerel in paper 



Ingredients 

1 mackerel per person 

Slices of lemon 

Herbs: dill or fennel, parsley 

and chives 

Pepper and salt 

Method 

Hopefully you can buy 
mackerel deheaded and 
cleaned. If not, cut the heads off 
just below the gills then slit up 
the stomach and remove the 
darker innards saving the roe if 
you like it. Turn the fish over 
-and trim off the fins and press 
the flat of a knife hard up on the 
back bone. Rinse the fish and 
place a slice of lemon and the 
herbs, salt and pepper inside. 
Close up the fish and wrap 
around tighriy with wet news- 
paper Use alx>ut one sheet per 
fish. Fold in the ends and place 
on a baking sheet in a medium 
hot oven for about 15minutes, 
or until the parcels are com- 
pletely dry. TTien take out the 
fish rolls and cut up the middle 
of the paper and open up. You 
should find that the skin of the 
fish comes right off with the 
wrapping and the back bone is 
easily lifted out in one piece 
with many of the little bones as 
well. They taste delicious. 



THIS year Lent begins on 5 
March, Ash Wednesday. The 
day before, Shrove Tuesday, 
was the day when all dairy 
products were used up, often 
in making pancakes, in 
preparation for the Lenten 
Fast. Originally a form of 
fasting was expected up to 
Easter, but today the Church 
decrees it is only necessary to 
fast on Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday and we are 
encouraged to give up some- 
thing special for that 40 day 
period. 

I was intrigued to find out 
when the time of Lent was 
actually started, so a visit to 
our local library in Wycombe 
provided me with some inter- 
esting facts. Looking up 
some religious works by 
Friar F. Saunders, I discov- 
ered that the word Lent was 
derived from an Anglo- 
Saxon word Lencken, mean- 
ing Spring. 

Since the earliest times of 



Wmj 

the Christian Church there is 
some kind of Lenten prepa- 
ration for Easter. Lent 
became more regularised 
after the legalisation of 
Christianity in AD 313. The 
rules of fasting varied 
although the number of days 
has always been 40. One rea- 
son appears to be that Jesus 
faster 40 days and nights in 
preparation for his ministry. 

The rules of fasting varied. 
Some areas of the Church 
abstained from all forms of 
meat and animal products, 
while others made an excep- 
tion for fish. Pope St. 
Gregory (died 604) issued a 
rule that ‘We abstain from all 
flesh and meat and diary 
products’. People were 
allowed one meal a day to 
keep up their strength for 
manual labour and some 
areas of the church allowed 
the eating of fish - which 
brings me to my recipe of the 
month. 



K 8 The Revd. Simon Hill, Team Vicar in the Dorchester Area Team Ministry w. 
responsibility for Berinsfield, to be Rector of Backwell w. Chelvey and Brockley, Bath & Wells Diocese; Simpson, Curate, South 
Moulton, Exeter diocese, to be Priest-in-Charge, West Buckingham benefice; the Revd. Jo Stoker, Team Vicar, New Bradwell St. 
James and Stantonbury, to be Rector, Basingstoke Team Ministry, Winchester Diocese; the Revd. John Waller, Team Vicar, 
Watling Valley Team Ministry, to be Priest-in-Charge, The Brickhills with Stoke Hammond. 
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Help to understand Muslims 



Some good reading for Lent 



WITH the strikingly beauti- 
ful dome and minaret of the 
new Oxford Central Mosque 
already dominating the sky- 
line of the Cowley Road, and 
the new Centre for Islamic 
Studies rising apace on the 
Marston Road, one of the 
great challenges of the twenty- 
first century is already 
announcing itself unmistak- 
ably and peaceably in our 
historic city. So it is good to 
welcome a flush of short 
books attempting, with dif- 
ferent angles of approach, to 
open up the world of Islam 
to British Christians. 

Holy Warriors: a fresh look 
at the face of extreme Islam 

by Frog and Amy Orr- Ewing 
(Authentic Lifestyle) is very 
much by beginners for begin- 
ners: starting from the 

account, by three recent 
Oxford graduates, of their 
success in getting into 
Afghanistan at Easter 1996, 
it leads into brief expositions 
of the origin, beliefs and 
practice of Islam, then of 
movements of ‘extreme’ 
Islam, and from there into 
the Taliban. Later chapters 
look into the treatment and 
role of women in Islam 
(mainly in Iran and the Arab 
countries) and the dangers of 
an all-out ‘clash of civiliza- 
tions’. In the final section: 



IN Garrison Keiller’s fictional 
town, Lake Wobegone, the 
preaching ministry of Pastor 
Inquvist, the Lutheran Pastor, 
is described in this way: ‘he 
couldn’t put the hay where 
the goats could get at it’. Not 
so Graham Tomlin. This is an 
excellent little book which 
attempts to get the local 
church to reflea theologically 
about its approach to mission. 

Graham Tomlin is con- 
vinced that the ability to pose 
a good question is critical to 
the Church’s mission. ‘One of 
the key themes of this book is 
that unless there is something 
about Church, or Christians, 
or Christian faith, that 



‘Avenues for a Christian 
Response’ one senses another 
agenda (autobiographical?) 
creeping in when the only 
theologian discussed at length 
is John Wycliffe, and an 
unnerving degree of naivety 
in the decision to conclude 
the book with what is virtual- 
ly an altar call. But for those 
who are keenly following 
world events yet know as 
good as nothing about Islam, 
this readable book, itself 
based on a good deal of wide 
reading, can usefully open up 
new horizons. 

Understanding My Muslim 
Neighbour by Michael Nazir- 
Ali (Canterbury, £ 5 . 99 ) is 
deliberately a pocket-book, 
ideal for reading and digest- 
ing in a train or bus. Bishop 
Michael provides pithy, 
expert yet also quite personal 
responses to a set of ‘the 
usual’ if carefully pointed 
questions from his Rochester 
colleague Christopher Stone. 
These take him through the 
main headings of ‘Muslim 
Faith’, then into ‘Islam 
Today’, before a few pages of 
‘Looking to the Future’. One 
can sense the long and pro- 
found experience of the 
writer, giving objective, 
rounded and scrupulously 
fair answers even if the ques- 
tions are predictably 



intrigues, provokes or entices, 
then all the evangelism in the 
world will fall on deaf ears’ (page 
10). Thus, the ‘provocative’ 
Church. 

The book is well written and 
draws on both contemporary 
and historical perspectives. 
Its great strength is that 
Graham Tomlin can take 
good biblical theology and 
make is available to those 
who might not have a back- 
ground in formal theological 
training. 

I think a lot of PCCs could 
do well to study this book. Its 
emphasis on the Kingdom of 
God and the transformation 
of community could be signif- 



Western-centred. An object- 
lesson in Christian self- 
restraint. 

What Can We Learn from 
Islam? by Marcus Braybrooke 
(John Hunt, £ 7 . 99 ) is also rela- 
tively short, but of a strikingly 
different angle of approach, 
that of a Christian offering his 
fellow-believers a profound 
understanding, gained from a 
life of contaas and reading, of 
the distinctive faith and wor- 
ship of a great ‘other’ tradition. 
Contemporary challenges and 
problems arise in the later 
pages, but not before we have 
been able to listen to classical 
and persuasive voices of 
Muslim teachers setting out 
God’s revelation through 
Muhammad and God’s pur- 
poses for the world, not least 
for their Christian neigh- 
bours. Here is Islam as 
known from within, by its 
faith-filled witnesses, ordered 
and presented by a Christian 
so that we may all learn of 
God together. In his 
Foreword, Dr Zaki Badawi, 
possibly the UK’s leading 
Muslim, speaks of the ‘out- 
standing quality of the book’. 
Highly recommended. 

Martin Conway 

Chairman, Board for Social 
Responsibility 



icant in helping local church- 
es embrace a more outward- 
looking agenda. I hope, if 
there is to be a reprint, it 
might contain a study guide 
to facilitate this process. 

This is a good book and 
should be widely read and 
discussed. 

Mike Hill 

Bishop of Buckingham 




THE world that is reflected in 
the writings of the early 
Church is one of enormous 
colour and controversy, often 
quite unusual and off-beam; 
full of illumination and insight 
into the Bible and into what it 
means to be a Christian. 

Among all the figures of the 
early Church, none perhaps is 
quite so fascinating as the 
fourth/fifth-century North 
African bishop, Augustine of 
Hippo. Augustine, the father 
of both Catholic and 
Protestant theology, has been 
enormously influential on fig- 
ures as diverse as Thomas 
Aquinas and Martin Luther or, 
in modern times, Cardinal 
Joseph Ratzinger and 
Archbishop Rowan Williams. 

In Flame in the Mind 
(Zondervan £7.99), Bishop 
Michael Marshall, the 
renowned writer, pastor and 
evangelist, offers us this Lent 
book which opens up 
Augustine’s life and times for 
the non-specialist reader. We 
read about Augustine’s spiritu- 
al journey, his career as a bish- 
op, the movement of his 
thought from his involvement 
with the new-age style cult 
known as the Manichees to the 
more mature, but never settled, 
thinking of his later life. 

Augustine’s North Africa, 
cosmopolitan, diverse and 
unsettled has often been com- 
pared with ‘post-modern’ 
Britain. Michael Marshall 
explores the parallels for us in 
interesting and accessible 
ways. Above all, he charts 
Augustine’s spiritual progres- 



Fasting: a fresh look at an old 
discipline by David Bolster & 
Anna de Lange (Grove Book- 
lets, £2.50) gives a clear, 
helpful, positive introduction 
to the idea of ‘giving up’ - not 
necessarily a total fast from 
food - to draw nearer to God 
and to help us to take control 
of our appetites. 

When is War Justified? by 

Andrew Goddard (Grove 
Booklets, £2.50). When, if 




In the Shadow of the Cross by 

Trevor J Partridge (CSW, £4.99) 
is a study of the characters who 
met at the crucifixion. 



sion, with especially strong sec- 
tions about the saint’s early 
uncertainties and explorations, 
his baptism and his life in com- 
munity. Throughout the book, 
these aspects oi Augustine’s life 
are used as a springboard for 
helping us to reflea on our 
own lives as Christians, both in 
the inward journey of engage- 
ment with our faith and the 
outward journey of under- 
standing how Christian beliefs 
and practices relate to our con- 
temporary context. 

The book is helpfully divided 
into chapters for each week of 
Lent and provides full 
resources for meditation and 
discussion: after each chapter 
there is a prayer of Augustine 
himself, a set of questions for 
personal refleaion and another 
set for group discussion and a 
Bible passage for meditation. It 
comes with a strong recom- 



ever, can a war be called 
‘just’? The author exam- 
ines the developing idea of 
‘just war’ in the Christian 
tradition, one which popu- 
lar thinking often misunder- 
stands. Rejecting the sim- 
plistic idea of a ‘check-list’ 
to decide whether or not a 
war is just, he shows some 
of the principles involved in 
this complex area. It is not 
a discussion of questions of 
war and pacifism, nor is it a 



mendation from the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury and 
is suitable not only as a Lent 
book for individual or group 
use but also as a good way in 
to this exciting and highly 
influential thinker. 

Revd Edward Dowler 

Director of Pastoral Theology St 
Stephen's House, Oxford 



THE all-too-appropriate theme 
of this year’s Hodder/Christ- 
ian Aid Lent book, peace and 
conflict, surely make Jesus Way 
of Peace (4.99) a priority for Lent 
meditation. These studies on 
Isaiah and John’s Gospel can be 
used for individual daily reading 
(each one includes a short Bible 
passage to look up, a brief 
comment and a prayer), or for 
group study. The eight contribu- 
tors include Bemadino Mandlate 
whose church was instrumental 
in bring an end to the war in 
Mozambique, Robin Fames, 
Primate of All Ireland, and 
Archbishop Rowan Williams. It 
is not an introspective book, but 
one which helps us to look at the 
struggles of our world in the light 
of our faith.’ 

On the Way to Calvary by 

Hilary McDowell (BRF £6.99). 
Daily Bible readings which look 
at the Easter events through the 
eyes of a 21st-century woman 
travelling with Jesus. 

We Want to Know Christ: 
Lent Reflections by staff and stu- 
dents in aid of the Ridley Hall 
Development Appeal (£2.50 
minimum donation from 
Development Office, Ridley 
Hall, Cambridge CB3 9HG). 



booklets 

simple study. But those 
wishing to do serious think- 
ing about the question will 
find much to guide and per- 
haps change their thinking. 

Grove Booklets (series on Ethics, 
Biblical Studies, Worship, 
Spirituality, Renewal, Evangelism, 
Pastoral Ministry) are available 
post free from Grove Books Ltd, 
Ridley Hall Rd, Cambridge CB3 
9H U, tel. 01223 464748, e-mail 
sales@ grovebooks. co.uk. See also 
www.grovebooks.co.uk. Get a year's 
subscription and save 15%. 



Is the Church provocative enough? 



War and fasting: two useful 



The Hawthorns 



Advertisement Feature 



- gracious Retirement Living 



There are many ideas people assume to be true about 
getting old, "Myths of aging" have been around 
almost as long as elderly people have been around. 

Probably the three most common are: falling down is a part 
of getting old, as is forgetfulness and confusion and urinary 
and bowel incontinence. All these conditions need to be 
evaluated by a doctor and can be treated. 

But those seniors who make healthy choices in their 
lifestyles can minimize the most common problems that 
beset us as we age. The lifestyle of the residents at ‘The 
Hawthorns’, North Somerset's premier retirement facility, 
emphasises healthy choices. It is frequently the simple, 
basic things that get forgotten. For example: Water is the 
liquid of life. It is essential to life. We can survive for weeks 
without proteins, carbohydrates or fats (surviving is not 
optimum health) but lack of water for even a few days will 
lead to death. The human blood is 95% water, bones are 
22%, the human brain is 75%. Body water performs various 
functions. It lubricates joints, muscles and tendons to make 
them flexible so they can move easily. Water transports 
nutrients and removes waste products. Dehydration is an 
aging problem Jha.t is^ommon,, yet preventable., As we age. 



the body's thirst mechanism does not always tell us when 
we are thirsty. Waiting to drink until you are thirsty will 
leave you far behind your body's requirement for water. 
Caffeine drinks (coffee, tea & sodas) or alcohol are diuretics 
that cause the body to eliminate water and are not helpful in 
replacing water loss. Milk and juices can account for part of 
the eight to ten glasses of water required daily. Dehydration 
affects every part of the body. The skin develops wrinkles 
from loss of water in the tissues, muscle mass shrinks and 
sags and strength is less; production of tears diminishes, 
resulting in dry eyes; the mouth becomes dry and 
swallowing may be more difficult and taste perception may 
change. Additionally, dizziness and confusion may result. 

It is ‘essential’ to provide daily and weekly exercise both for 
the mind and for the body. The promotion of the continued 
good health of residents living at ‘The Hawthorns’ is an 
essential part of the management team's responsibilities. 
Health education and a programme that promotes healthy 
activities help create a high quality and independent 
lifestyle. The brain, like a muscle, needs to be stimulated 
and challenged daily to keep the thinking process intact and 
working. Exercises that stimulate the mind like quizzes, 
bingo, computers, .card .games, etc. are essential. 

• . I •' 1 



The physical body, muscles and bones, need to be exercised 
at least five to six times a week. In order to reduce the 
chance of falls and keep the bones and muscles strong, 
a variety of physical activities should be engaged in weekly. 
Some of the choices residents at “The Hawthorns” have are 
participating in the sittercize classes, yoga, line dancing and 
golf putting tournaments. Other choices include utilizing 
the treadmill or stationary bicycle, especially popular when 
the weather makes walking in the gardens or along the 
seafront to the lovely Victorian pier difficult. The residents at 
‘The Hawthorns’ are disproving one last common myth of 
aging. It is never too late to learn new things, and no matter 
how hard it seems, change can be good. 

The Hawthorns, Gracious Independent Retirement Living, 18- 
19 Elton Rd., Clevedon, No. Somerset, BS21 7EH Telephone: 
01275 790060. 



18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon, 
North Somerset, BS21 7EH 
The Hawthorns Tel: (01275) 790060 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 
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How your palm cross helps 
a community in Zululand 



WHEN your church buys 
palm crosses, you may be 
helping a needy community 
in the Diocese of Zululand in 
South Africa. Seventy-six 
people in Nongoma, Kwa- 
Zulu are employed to make 
bookmark-sized palm crosses, 
which are sent to England 
and distributed by the ecu- 
menical Emmanuel Church 
in Northampton. The profits 
are returned to the people of 
Nongoma. 

How the work began 

It all began when the vicar of 
Nongoma, the Revd Michael 
Glover, sent some palm cross- 
es to his father in Ilkley in 
1964. When Michael moved 
in the 1970s to Emmanuel 
Church as Anglican Team 
Rector, the church (which 
includes members of Anglican, 
Baptist, Methodist and URC 
Churches) took over the distri- 
bution of the crosses. 

The administration is man- 
aged by the ‘Emm Team’, but 
the packing and posting of 
the parcels is done by volun- 
teers, who work every 
Tuesday from the beginning 
of January until Palm 
Sunday. Last year over 
400,000 crosses were sent to 
schools, churches, hospitals, 
prisons and the armed forces. 

Practical help 

The work has grown greatly 
over the years. In the 1 960s a 
profit of £8 was sent to 
Nongoma. Last year they 
received £20,000 which was 
used to pay the workers and 
to support the local church- 



es, schools and water pro- 
jects, and the work of the 
Diocese. Another £40,000 
was used to build a rectory for 
the Archdeacon of Northern 
Zululand. 

The money has also been used 
to help create a paraplegic 
workshop and day centre in 
Nongoma, where patients learn 
to use their hands again, contin- 
ue their education, or talk and 
watch television. 

Direct links are maintained 
between Emmanuel Church 
and Nongoma, through 
Michael and Amy Glover who 
have returned to Nongoma. 
Amy has until recently been 
Hospital District Superinten- 
dent and Michael is involved 
with local water projects. 

Fighting AIDS 

The Zulem Trust is also being 
set up as a way for groups or 
individuals to give ongoing 
support to the people of 
Nongoma. In particular it will 
help them fight HIV/AIDS 
which has devastated the com- 
munity. The plan is to provide 
easy access to confidential HTV 
testing, to care for HIV/AIDS 
victims and to set up an educa- 
tion and information system. 
For details contact the Zulem 
Trust at the address below. 

To get your crosses 

Crosses are available (in multiples 
of 50) for a suggested minimum 
donation of £10 per 100 from: 
Palm Cross Administration Office, 
Emmanuel Church, Weston Favell 
Centre, Northampton, NN3 8JR;tel. 
01604 401010; fax 01604 401034; 
e-mail emmteam@ talk21.com 




TEAM EFFORT The palm cross making team at St Margaret's Church 
Nongoma. With them are the Revd Margaret Johnson and Maureen Timms 
from Emmanuel Church, Northampton. They attended the opening of the 
paraplegic workshop and day centre paid for by sales of palm crosses. 



Church goes back to school 



A new Methodist/Anglican congregation has been planted in the Pines Infant School in South Bracknell. Rather than build their 
own church building, the church leaders agreed an imaginative plan with the school and borough council. Jemimah Wright reports 



A small oasis of peace exists in 
the middle of industrial 
Bracknell. Surrounded by tall 
pine trees, The Pines Infant and 
Nursery School is also home to 
The Church @ The Pines led by 
an Anglican priest, the Revd 
Jay Colwill and the Revd 
David Bagwell, a Methodist 
minister. 

What marks this church out 
from other church plants into 
school buildings is its unique 
relationship with the school. 
The church is an obvious pres- 
ence there in the week and not 
just on Sunday mornings. 

With the support of the Bishop 
of Reading, the Rt Revd 
Dominic Walker, and 
Archdeacon Norman Russell, 
the church negotiated an agree- 
ment to build a room onto the 
school which church and school 
could share. 

The room, which was com- 
pleted in May last year, is 
opposite the hall where the 
church meets. During the 
school day it is used by the 
school perhaps for teaching 
children one to one or for gov- 
ernors meetings. In the 
evenings and at weekends the 
room is used by the church 
perhaps for an Alpha Course 
or a small meetings as well as 
for a reception/lounge area. 

The whole project cost 
£100,000 which the church 
raised through grants and gift 
days. Their capital investment 
has been off-set by the rent on 
the main hall which has been 
waived for 15 years. 

When I arrived at the school Jay 



Colwill was obviously a familiar 
figure. One little boy in a silver 
cape rehearsing for the nativity 
play exclaimed when he saw Jay 
‘I know you from church!’ 

There have been success stories 
from the church’s high profile in 
the school and people have 
come to the church because of 
it. Jamie, a little boy from Year 
2, was invited to a church bar- 
becue with his grandma. As a 
result they both now attend 
church, and his grandmother 
has invited her neighbours too. 

There is a community of 
9,000 people within walking 
distance of the school. At pre- 
sent there are about 80 mem- 
bers on the electoral roll of the 
church. Jay’s vision is to keep 
on planting churches in the 
surrounding communities to 
meet their individual needs. 

The Church @ the Pines is 
user-friendly for ‘unchurched’ 
people. Its members tend to 
think of themselves as 
Christians rather than belong- 
ing to a denomination. Many 
of their ideas come from 
Willow Creek, the pioneering 
seeker church in America. 

The ecumenical service on 
Sunday mornings is far from 
traditional. A large pine cross is 
placed on the wall of the school 
hall, projector screens are 
pulled down, and there is lots 
of use of multi media with 
video-clips and interviews. 

‘We try to be true to our mis- 
sion statement to be a user 
friendly Christian church com- 
municating God’s love in 
today’s world’ Jay Colwill said. 





Pictured clockwise from 
the top: The Revd Jay 
Colwill with pupils from the 
school in the room built by 
the church; the church 'has 
a high profile at the school 
even on weekdays; among 
the pine trees which give 
their name to the school 
and the church are the head 
teacher, Angela Smith with 
Peter Lyne, the school care- 
taker and unofficial verger 
of the church and Jay; the 
school hall during the week. 
On Sundays it becomes a 
church with projector 
screens and a pine cross. 




TO ALL PARISH TREASURERS 

Total Energy Corporate currently work with Parishes 
within eight Diocese of the Church of England. 

If you would like a cost analysis for the gas/or 
electricity supply, please forward up to 1 year’s bills to 
the Freepost address below. There are no charges 
incurred for this service. 

You can also contact them directly and request an 
e-brochure. 

TOTAL ENERGY CORPORATE 
FREEPOST NWW8667A 
MANCHESTER M 22 3WY 

Tel: 0161 437 5123 Fax: 0161 498 9222 

www.totalenergycorporate.com 

info@totalenergycorporate.fsnet.co.uk 



Wedding ^talioneiy^ 

www.wecLliiig-stationery.com 



your church on all your 
items of stationery. We 
can supply stationery 
from most high street 
albums with your 
sketch on the insert. 

Visit our icebsite 
or contact us for fuff 
details and free samples 
illustrated Stationery Ltd 
Ty-rhiw, Taffi Well 
South Wales CF15 7RZ 
Tel- +44 (0)29 2081 1024 Fax: +44 (0)29 2081 3361 

e-mail: dorothyt^Veddin^-statioueiy.com 




T he Wayfarers 



EXCLUSIVE WALKING HOLIDAYS 
WORLDWIDE 
including 

GARDENS OF TUSCANY 
WITH PENELOPE HOBHOUSE 

PILGRIMS’ WAY TO SANTIAGO 

Small groups, top hotels, expert guides 
from £1350 

Call 016973 71744 

for 44-page colour brochure 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

R0BEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL ft FAX: (01865) 722022 
Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL. 




'Repent, and believe in the 

good news’ (Mark 1:15) 

UNLIKE Matthew, Luke and 
John, it takes the breathless 
Mark no time at all to launch 
into his story. We’re in and 
out of the wilderness in no 
time. John the Baptist’s entire 
ministry delays us for just ten 
verses, and then we are in 
Galilee. Jesus, as though no 
one can hold things back any 
longer, begins to proclaim 
God’s ‘good news’, the news 
which Mark has already told 
us in the opening words of 
his Gospel is about himself - 
‘the good news of Jesus the 
Messiah, the Son of God’. 

The words above are his call 
for a response to that good 
news, and taken at face value 
they may seem less than invit- 
ing. Wfien someone hears 
good news - an exam passed, 
promotion earned, a baby 
born, a couple wed - our 
natural response is joy and 
gratitude. Repentance hardly 
seems fitting, in the circum- 
stances. Celebrations aren’t 




by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



normally marked by sack- 
cloth and ashes. Why, if this 
is indeed the ‘good news’ for 
which the people have been 
waiting eagerly for centuries, 
does it call for them to repent 
as well as believe it? 

I think the clue is in the true 
meaning of the word ‘repen- 
tance’ - metanoia , in Greek. 
We know the word ‘meta- 
morphosis’ a change of form 
- a caterpillar into a butter- 



Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism^ 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Jesus in the Upper 
Room (BRF 2002) 



fly, for instance. Metanoia is 
a change of mind, not in the 
casual sense of a change of 
opinion but in a total turn- 
ing round of our attitude to 
something. Repentance, as 
the New Testament uses it, 
is a shift of will rather than 
feelings or mood. It is the 
complete reversal of our 
previous attitude, what St 
Paul called ‘being trans- 
formed by the renewing of 
your mind’ (Romans 12:2). 
That was the call of Jesus - 
to hear and believe this 
amazing good news and 
then to allow it to trans- 
form its hearers, to change 
their whole life’s direction, 
as it did for Simon, Andrew, 
James and John (verses 16- 
20. If Lent is indeed a time 
for ‘repentance’ (and it is), 
let it be the positive kind 
that changes us, not just for 
six weeks but for life - and 
for eternity. 









